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And this I pray, that your Love may 
abound yet more and more in Know- 
ledge, and in all Judgment; That ye 
may approve Things that are excellent; 
That ye may be ſincere, and without 
Offence till 14 Day of Chriſt. 
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PREFACE 


THE main Argument of theſe Papers is, 
that of our Love to God, and Jeſus. Our 
vat ion depends on the Attainment of it, and 
Peace, and Comfort, on knowing we poſſeſs 
To tell of the Love of God and Chriſt to 
ner, is a noble SubjeR for the Tongue of an 
wel, but tro ſublime for the Pen of a poor 
weal, th infixitely indebted to it, becauſe it 
les Knowledge, Me bave lively Deſcripti- 
ef Heaven's joy, and Hell's miſery from God 
ſelf, but till we aſcend the Heights of Glory, 
d peep into the fiery Lake beneath, we can't 
arly know the height, and depth, of that 
ve, which drag d us out of that Abyſs, and 
id us ſo very bigh. Mie ſhall then call on 
Seraphims to ſing in Conſort with us, the 
iſes of God, and the Lamb, and tbink all too 
lle, to expreſs our Gratitude for their bound- 
Love. 
dare not enterprize this Tash, but only at- 
apt to ſew that our Love to God principally 
liſts in the prevailing efleem and value we 
pe. for him in eur Fudgments, and not ſo 
thin the Movements f ' the Affections, tho 


they 


rr 
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they are very deſireable, when bottom'd on whit 
is more ſubſtantial. I feel not that warnith! 
cou'd wiſh, to the Truths I write, tho' the Thean 
be the moving Paſſion of Love; yet I high) 
prize them. I find myſelf plear'd, when I thin 
I may pleaſe others, by what I ſay, but inn 
Judgment, I hope, I had rather pleaſe God, ti 
the whole World. Theſe weakneſſes will han 
about us, theſe corrupt Touches will more or l 
ta niſh our beſt Add ions, till the Scul be dra 
out of thi ruſty Sheath, True Chriſtian Jo 
the Life of our Lives, the very Soul of all E 
Joyments : For what has that Man to fear, ni 
knows he has God for by Friend? But ff 
natural Temper, a penſive Indiſpoſition, 4% 
Mealneſi, or Temptation, may over-caſt the 
bright happy Days: If then we ban't Rec 
to ſomething more ſolid and abiding, our Hi; 
will be languiſhing, and failing. L 
Don't ſuffer me, I beſeech thee, dear Lon 
to light others in my Intention, and to loſe 
way myſelf. Be pleas'd graciouſiy to Seal ſavit 
Inſtruct ion on my Soul, to Engrave the Nan — — 
and Love of Feſus, deeply, and indelibly on n 
Heart, or 'twill remain as the barren Hed: 
Accept of my hearty Endeavuurs, to gloriſy il 
C 
ligio1 
Phan 


ly doing good to others, Let thy Power, Wi 
dem, and Goodneſs, appear in my frailty « 
weakneſs, to crown all with Succeſs, merely þ 
tle Sake and Honour of thy moſt bleſſed $ 
Chriſt Teſus my Lord. Amen. 
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HILE Men live at eaſe 

in Proſperity, they gene- 

S rally have few, and feeble 

Thoughts of God, and Re- 

ligion. Some grow gradually pro- 

phane and vicious, till they n 
B 


openly, 
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openly ſcandalous. Others more ciWyit} 
viliz d, demure, and ſober, take uf not! 
Principles rather from the force of; . 
Education and Example, than fron... 
deep conſideration, and ſerious read Na 
ing the Holy Scriptures, ſo theiM:he( 
whole Profeſſion frequently degereWand 
rates into meer formality. It's a ſ the 
fight, to behold many renouncing 
_ openly Religion, and all hopes d 
Heaven; and ſtill more profefling it 
with apparent danger of loſing thei 
labour. In this Claſs, the Almoſig#:, 
Chriſtian ſeems moſt to he pitie 
ſince coming very near ſo maſſy 
Treaſure of happineſs, and yet drop 
ing ſhort of it, that very -circu 
ſtance will finally render his c. 
moſt deplorable, and our of meaſu 
vexatious. Lord grant it may net exad 
be my dreadful fate, for ſweet Jeu Relig 
ſake. Libertines are ſelf-condemuW\yge 
when they give themſelves time preac 
think, while the conceited PhariMhig > 
hugs himſelf to death in a Fit 
ſelf-admiration, our Lord aſſuring 
that Publicans ſooner get to Heav: 
than ſuch affected Wretches. C 
ſcience ſometimes may awaken 2 
ner, but when it's throughly do! 
| | a W 
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with. ſtrong Deluſions of Hipocriſie, 
nothing ſhort of a Miracle can roule 
it; for the Devil himſelf can ſcarce 
know himſelf, while wrapt in Samuel's 
Mantle. God warn'd the Jews of 
theſe fond conceits by his Prophets, 
and very .early declar'd by one of 
the greateſt of them, That Obedience 
was better than Sacrifice, and to hearken 
than the fat of Rams, 1 Sam. 15. 22. 
\When they grew ſtubborn and wic- 
ked, he declar'd he abhor'd their 
Offerings and Services, tho' they were 
his own Inſtitution, Iſai. 1. Our Blei- 
ſed Saviour aſſur'd them, tho' they 
were the Seed of Abraham, 1t wou'd 
not profit them, unleſs they did his 
Works. The Phariſces gave Alms, 
pray'd, and faſted, and were very 
exact in moſt of the extericurs of 
Religion; yet he utter'd many 
Woes againſt them. Nay, ſome who 
preach'd him, and did Airacles in 
his Name, even theſe he declar'd he 
wou'd dilown at the Day of Judg- 
ment, Matt. 7. 22, 23. Judas was of 
he beſt Church and pureſt Society 
What ever was on Earth, and yet re- 
Wnuain'd a Son of perdition. The 
eans and helps he had, while per- 
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verted by his Inſincerity, tho” thi 
beſt that cou'd be, turn'd but to hill 
greater Condemnation. What ſhame. 
ful folly then muſt that Man be 
guilty of, who dare preſume of all 
thing of this nature ? Yet multitudes 
God knows, have nothing better ty 
ſhew for all their future bleſſed hope 
yet ſtill are ſo ſtupid as to glory i 
them. Till theſe ftrong Holds off 
Satan in the Soul are diſmantlec 
it can have no true comfort, no 
ſafety. Let that thought ſcare al 
out of that ſcandalous, fond Doteage 
that they run not into the Pit wit 
their Eyes open. 1 

Of what infinite Importance is i 
to us al, therefore, cloſely to conſ 
der, what we may depend upon i 
this immenſe Concern of the Sou 
of more worth than a World, 
his Valuation, who redeem'd it 4 
a price that wou'd purchaſe man: 
Worlds, and bankrupt all their Tres 
ſures to pay the leaſt part of it 
His Word then muſt be our only {lat 
and ſure Guide in this importaut A 
fair, that Words can't expreſs, no 


Thoughts fully comprehend. 2 
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Eternity, how doſt thou aſtoniſh our 
Minds, ſwallow up our Thoughts, 
ind out-ſtretch all Imagination! Eter- 
al Life and Death are Things too 
dig to lie long in the Mind without 
þmazing its Faculties: But wou'd we, 
now and then, ſeriouſly revolve ſuch 
dubjects in our Thoughts, they wou'd 
prove of mighty torce, to lift us above 
he ſinful Delights, and Cares of this 


Wouls more ettettually to God and his 
Wervice. Let us then reflect on what 


heſe weighty Matters: Then let us 

mpartially conſider, whether we ſtick 

faſt to their Terms and Counlels, or 

dhere to vain, idle Conceits of our 

den, fo ruſh upon irreparable Ruine. 
III. 

The Scriptures declare a ſtate of 
Nature, a ſtate of Wrath and Con- 
demnat ion, a ſtate of Unbelief, Pride, 
lsnorance, aud Enmity to God, and 
his Laws, in ſhort, a ſtate of Vaſſa- 
age to Sin and Satan: The Mind 
dark, the Heart impure, the Will and 
Alfectious corrupt, the Life and Con- 
erſation vain and wicked, like mud- 
| ſtreams iſſuing from a polluted 
B 3 | 


f 
| 


poor periſning Life, and attach our 


hriſt and his Apoſtles declare of 


Foun- 
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Fountain. They tell us, we derive 
this miſerable Condition from the Fal 
of Adam, a moſt wretched Inheri. 
tince ! That our Recovery is by Jeſus 
Chriſt, the ſzcond Adam, the Lord 
trom Heaven: That he is much more 
able to ſave, than the other was to 
deftroy, and the remedy be brought, 
was much ſtronger, than the poiſon 
convey'd, as is moſt elegantly and 
emphatically expreſs'd, Rom. 5. They 
aſſure us, that our ſtate in Chriſt, 13 
a Nate of Grace, Peace, and Ss lvati- 
on, that there is no Condemnation to 
them who are in Chriſt Jeſus, Rom. 8. 
And that there is no ſafety out of 
Him : That it's a ſtate of Purity, and 
Uſefulneſs, one main branch of that 
Attainment conſiſting in a good de. 
gree of conqueſt of carnal {ſelf and 
the World. This happy ſtate is vi 
riouſly deſcrib'd by different Exprel- 
ſions, all tending to the ſame Purport, 
and centring in the ſame Event. Its 
calPd a zem Birth, the mew Creature, 


new Nature, a partaker of the divine Ni 


ture, In conſequence of this, they 
are ſtiled the Saints, the faithful, thi 
adopted Sons of God, his Heirs, an 
joynt-Heirs with Chriſt. In fine, Ol 
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Things are paſt away, and all Things are 
hecome new, to. their expreſſible advan- 
tage, and bleſſed condition, Thele 
Scriptural Phraſes ſo frequently oc- 
cur, that *rwou'd be endleſs. to re- 
ter to them. They beſpeak a; very 
[ſtrange and fignal Change, ſuch as 
none but the mighty Power of God 
can effect, even the exceed 7 d 
of his Power, according, 19 // N 
of bis mighty Power, which he | 
| Chriſt, when he rais d hin from the deu, 
(Eph. 1. 19, 20. Theile Expreſſious 
challenge our moit ſerious coufidera- 
tion: To pals them by ſlightly, to 
pervert them, or not to lay that due 
ſtreſs upon them God demands, muſt 
be to the apparent hazard of the Soul, 
IV. | 
This mighty Power of God, in a 
laving Converſion of the Soul from 
the Power of Sin, is all along in Scrip- 
ture attributed to the immediate A- 
gency of the Holy Spirit. To him 
is aſcrib'd the conviction of Sin, the 
diſcovery of our miſerable ſtate by 
Nature, and recovery by Chriſt, who, 
by the light of God's Word, brings 
this light into a dark, benighted Soul. 
His Inhabitation gives us à right to 
B 4 Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, and freedom from condemua- 


tion, for ſuch as have not the Spirit f 


Chriſt are none of his. He 1s declar'd 
to be the Bond of Union between 
Chriſt and Believers : Therefore God 
is ſaid to dwell in them, and walk in 
them, to own them as his Children, 
and himſelf their Father : Thus the 
very Bodies of the Saints become his 
Temple. This bleſſed Union is moſt 
ſignificatively expreſs'd by thoſe in 
Nature, Art, and Affection, that are 
moſt vital, ſtrong, and endearing. To 
the Vine, and the Branch ; the Head, 
and the Body ; the Foundation, and 
Superſtructure; the Husband and 
Wife. Our bleſſed Lord deſcribes the 
firſt at large, and plainly aſſerts the 
neceſſity of it : And for the reſt, they 
frequently occur throughout St. Paul's 
and St. Peter's Epiſtles. This Union 
1s the Baſis of Communion with God, 
for thus we are in Chriſt, in the Apo- 
ftle's Phraſe; and to ſuch as are out 
of them, God is a conſuming Fire, 
Thus our Perſons and Services became 
acceptable to God, Thus more im- 
medlately the Holy Spirit is the Au- 
thor of all good to the Soul, breath- 
ing into it the fpiritual Life, main- 

tains 
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E taining it againſt all the united force 
of Fleſh, World, and Devil, carrying 
it on amidſt all its Conflicts, with 
hope, and comfort to eternal Life, en- 
abling it to mortiſie Corruptions, to van- 
quiſh Temptations, and triumph over 
Death, and all its Terrours, Rom. 8. 
What an impregnable Fort of ſafety 
againſt all Oppoſition and Danger is 
this moſt mighty Aſſiſtant! What an 
All ſufficient Treaſury of Peace and 
Comfort, does this ſacred Inhabitant 
bring into that happy Soul that re- 
ceives him! May we all ever be ambi— 
tious of his Reſidence, and ſweet pow- 
erful Influences, and value the Attain- 
ment as our higheſt Privilege and 
Honour. Let us read and meditate 
to increaſe the flame of defire after 
him, and inceſſantly pray to the Fa- 
ther of Mercies, for this Spirit of Pro- 
miſe, looking conſtantly to Jeſus, whe 
has merited this divine Gift, and re- 
ceiv'd him without meaſure, to im- 
part Him to his, and employs his 
luterceſſion to the fame kind pur- 
pole. When we feel his divine Con- 


tact, and Movements on the Soul, let 


us prize, and cheriſh them, with all 
Humility, and Alacrity, to improve 
B 5 Our 


c 1 
5 15 
. 
2 * 1. 
o 15 
4 l 
T5: 
* i : 
, 's 
1 
1 
* 
1 
Pb 8 
N 
1 
= | 
1 ; 9 
1 
1 


4 


— Ms. 


Io Thoughts on the Love of God. 


our Devotion, and Obedience. Let 
us ule caution, leſt we grieve, quench, 
or reſiſt him; of all negleCt, or oppo- 
fition to his kind Motions, leaſt we 
early repent of our folly, when all 
Iutercourie between Heaven and us 
thail ſeem to fail. The Doctrines 
here related, are its true, my ſterious, 
but great Truths, becauſe reveal'd by 
God, who aſſures us they are of the 
laſt conlequence to the peace and ſafe- 
ty of our Souls, ſo challenge our moſt 
ponderous Thoughts: None but an 
Infidel, or a Trifler, can ſlightly pals 
over them. All the Embelliſhments 
of Art, or Nature, all Attainments, 
and proficiency in the School of mo- 
ral Virtues, will ſtand us in little 
ſtead, unlels chriſtianizd, and conle- 
crated to God by his Holy Spirit, 
by his Aids, and ſacred Abode. 
Wo, 

We muſt ſeek after the Fruits of 
the Holy Spirit, if we defire to at- 
tain a comfortable perſwaſion of ſo 
great a Bleſſing, as is his Refidence 
in our Souls. A royal Viſit is a great 
condeſcention in a Prince, and an ut 
cammon favour to a Subject, tho' A 


ri Ren 
Friend and Courtier: But tho Men 
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are fond enough of theſe Honours, 
yet they bring charge and trouble 
with them. What Honour then do's 
the King of Kings confer on his Fa— 
vourites, who not only now and then 
Viſits them in an extraordinary man- 
ner, but indulges them with conſtant 
Reſidence, and keeps Houle, if I may 
ſo call it, all the time, at his own 
Expence, for their ſafety and refreſh- 
ment! When God by his Holy Spirit 
takes poſſeſſion of a Soul, he brings 
with him a Train of Bleflings, many 
rich Gifts, and ample Proviſion: A 
whole Conſtellation of Graces begin. 
to dawn and twinkle, till they break 
thro' Clouds, and Miſts of Corrupti- 
on, into a glorious Radiancy, that the 
| happy Poſſeſſor may feel warming his 
Breaſt, and the World at length ſee 
ſhining in his Life. They are princi- 
pally theſe : Repentance, Faith, Love,, 
Reſignation, Truſt, Humility, Meek- 
neſs, Patience. Thele are Jewels to- 
adorn the Chriſtian. Tho' one may 
appear more beautiful iu different 
Perſons, or the ſame at different Sea- 
ſons, yet where one is, all are, ſome: 
appearing more bright, others more 
languid, ſome in Miniature, others at: 
full 
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full Length, till time and Tryals give 
Brightneſs and Symmetry, and ren- 

der all in their Turns conſpicuous, 

Natural Temper, contratted Habits, 

good cr bad, greater or leſſer Temp. 
tations, make a wide difference be- 
tween Man and Man, and even the 
very ſame Perſon, at various Seaſons: 

Thus ſtrangely influential are theſe, 

and other Circumſtances of Life, on 
the beſt of Mortals here below: A 
few Inſtances may ſuffice. Abraham, 
ſo famed for his incomparable Faith, 

that by way of Eminence, he's ſtil” d, 

the Father of the faithtul, we find 
under a cowardly Fit of prevarica- 
tion: Moſes, the Pattern of Meekneſs, 
tranſported with Paſſion: Job, the mir- 
rour of Patience, curſing the Day of 
his Birth. David, the Man after God's 
own Heart, we find floating in Tears, 
and breathing S1ghs and Groans 
throughout his penitential Pfalms; 
at another time we read how he was 
quite frozen up, ſtupid and hard to a 
wonder under crimſon, and redoubled 
guilt, till God by the Prophet Nathan 


rous'd him. Jonah the Prophct, we 


find in a moſt unresſo ab Pet with 


his Maker, expieilve of ſtrange inſo— 
leuce 


- — 
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lence and cruelty, yet this very Man 
we find praying, and hoping even 
againſt hope, in the Belly of the very 

Whale. Peter, who trembled at the 
Voice of a Damſel, and abjur'd his 
Maſter, after his death, was as bold 
as a Lyon, and charg'd a Council to 
their Faces, with the guilt of his 
Blood. Some more nice than wile, 
have critically inquir'd, which is the 
| firſt-born of the Soul, Faith, or Re- 
pentence. They acknowledge them 
to be Twins ſtruggling for the light, 
in the ſame Womb, but in a Spirit of 
Curioſity are very buſy, on both 
ſides of the Queſtion, to tye the ſcar- 
let Thread, to diſtinguiſh the Honour 
of Birth-right. A pious Soul, one 
wou'd think, ſhou'd be better pleas'd 
to find he poſſeſſes the Treaſure, than 
to know which part came firſt, and 
will readily leave the dry Bone of 
contention to be tols'd about by ſuch, 
who love talking of great Things, 
more than their Enjoy ment. 

VI. 

This interiour Work of the Spirit 
en the Soul of Man is the viral Spring 
of the 1p'ritual Life, har ſets all a 
going in the outward Converlation, 
aud 


| 
9 
4 


14 Thoughts on the Love of God. 


and animates the Behaviour ſo univer- 
tally, as to render Attions and Moti- 
ons congruous, and regular in the 
Sight of Men, and acceptable to God, 
thro” Jeſus Chriſt, What the Soul is 
to the Body, the ſame is the Holy 
Spirit to the Soul of a Chriſtian ; and 
Hippocrites mimick the Virtues of 
Saints, juſt as Puppets do the Move- 
ment of Men. They have no living 


Principle of Attion within, but move 


as Art dictates, ſo what they do ap- 
pears unnatural, and indecorous, til! 


at laſt they flag, and quite neglect 


even outward Duties. Tho' for a 
while they may ſeem to Spectators 
to act ſome vital Parts of Religion, 
yet it's but the Play of ſome artful 
Demon, well skilld in the mechani- 
cal Movements of Puppetry. The 
Pomp of outward Actions attract Gaze 
and Admiration, and moſt Men are 
apt to affect what gains Repute : But 
God looks principally at the Heart, 
and therefore the Chriſtian keeps a 
vigilant Eye on his, that God may 
approve his Integrity. All the Giits 
of Nature, and Grace, are free Boons 
from Heaven; but if any thing may 
be term'd our own with any Proprie- 
ty 
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N ty, 'tis that Integrity, and Truth in the 
| inward Parts, by which we act purely 


for God's Glory. When the Jews, 


and the young Man in the Goſpel, 
| ask'd our Lord, what they ſhou'd do to 
| work the Works of God, and what good 
| Thing he ſhou'd do, that he might 


have eternal Life, Mat. 19. He points 
them to two inward maſterly Princi- 
ples, the Love of God, and Faith in 
himſelf, as the Meſſiah, and Saviour. 


| It's true, our Lord infiits upon his 


keeping the Commands, as the con- 
dition, and enumerates only ſecond 
Table Duties, but the Love of our 
Neighbour being the Capital one, and 


| the Soul, that animates all the reſt 
he cloſes his Advice with that. Now 


the true Love of our Neighbour be- 
ing the genuine effec of the Love of 
God, the main command of the firſt 
Table muſt be imply'd in the menti- 
on'ng the chief of the firſt, for on 
theſe two hang all the Law, and the Pro- 
thers, Mat. 22. 40. by the determina- 
tion of Chriſt himſelf. We lee then 
how ready Men are to mind Actions 
more than Principles, which ſhou'd 
caution us againit hat miſtake, and 
make us more c ref Ot cur Hea rs, 
Or 
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for as they are, ſuch will be the Lite, 
juſt as the Tree is to the Fuit, be it 
good, or bad, as our Lord makes the 
Compariſon. The ſuperſtitious Scribe, 
bred up in the Bigottry of Rituals, was 
forc'd to own, tho' willing to Juſtify 
himſelf, that a Samaritan, he hated, 
who expreſs'd Compaſſion, and Offices 
of Love, to one wounded by Thieves, 
approv'd himſelf a better Neighbour, 
than the Jewiſh Prieſt and Levite, 
who paſs'd by him, without help or 
Pity. Nay, he aſſerts gallantly to 
our Lord, that to Love God with al 
the Heart, and to Love our Neighbour 
as Ourſelves, is more than all whole-burit 
Offerings and Sacrifices, Mar. 1 2. 33. Let 
us take care he don't riſe up in Judg- 
ment againſt us one Day, who have 
better light, and helps to ſee, and 
comply with ſuch excellent Truths, 
and cardinal Duties. 
VII. 

W hile Men's Hearts are devoid of 
theſe two grand Chriſtian Principles, 
The Love of God and Men, the two 
great Idols, The Love of Self and the 
World prevail. Thele two are the 
main ſources of all Impieties againſt 
God, and all Injuſtice towards Men. 
True 
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True right Self-Love is the Dictate 
of Nature, and very conſiſtent with 
the Law of God, but while we re- 
main in a ſtate of Nature, we miſe- 
rably miſtake it, and take carnal-ſelf 
for our true, and only Intereſt. This 
fundamental Errour hurries the Soul 
into eager Purſuits of the World at 
all Adventures, till it plunge itſelf in- 
to Abyſſes irrecoverably, without a 
miracle of Mercy. Self-Love is the 
main Tap-root of corrupt Nature ever 
ſince the Fall of Man, that feeds thoſe 
large Branches of iniquity St. John 
ſpeaks of. He in ſhort reduces all our 
Temptations, and Dangers, to one or 
all of them, viz. The Luſt of the Fleſh, 
the Luſt of the Fye, and the Pride of Liſe, 
Joh. Ch. 2. Theſe branches are la- 
den with forbidden Fruit, and he who 
wou'd ſucceſsfully lop them, muſt be- 
gin with the mortification of vicious 
Self-Love, or elſe the tempting Fruit 
will draw him into ſinful Gratificati- 
ons. The true method of eradicating 
this wretched Principle, is the getting 
the Love of God into the Heart, that 
expels it, as light does darkneſs, 
Thus and thus only we come to the 
right Love of ourſelves, for in 3 
Go 
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God above al), we rightly love our. 
ſelves, by loving our true and laſting 
happineſs, and all Things in and for 
God. This is a hard Leſſon to the 
Sons of Adam, and none but the re- 
new'd Sons of God feelingly: under- 
ſtand it. 

Ihe Soul of Man is attive, and will 
be buſy about ſomething, if it feed 
not upon the Kernel, it will be {ure 
to play with the Shell. If our 
Thoughts and Affections don't find 
out God among his Creatures, and 
pitch upon Him as the main Object 
of their ſolace and delight, they'll 
ſtrike deep into worldly Objects, and 
be bury'd alive in them. The Soul, 
while ſheath'd in the Body, contracts 
a Ruſt from that encloſure, and the 
prevailing Objects of Senſe, that ob- 
trude themſelves upon it, from every 
Quarter. If we draw it not out cf 
this confinement, and exerciſe it, by 
abſtracted Thoughts, that elevate 1 
above the Horizon of Senſe, "twill 
ſtick faſt, and become one Piece with 
the ruſty Scabbard. God warns us 
faithfully of the danger we are 11 
from the Allurements of the World, 
and ſtrictly commands us not to Love it, 

nor 
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nor the Things of it, Jam. 4. 4+ Becaule 
it's his Rival for our Hearts, and En- 
mity to God. When we dally with 
the Temptation in any kind, we are 
then making haſte to enſnare our- 
ſelves. If we will be {porting with 
| the Glories, and Beauties of it, aud 
flutter about them, as the Moth docs 
about the Candle, if we periſh not in 
the flame, yet we ſhall be ſure to 
ſinge our wings, and hinder our flight 
above. 

15 VIII. 

The Love of God is that Fountain 
of Life, that feeds all the pure Streams 
of Piety towards God, and Beneficence 
to Men. Were this divince Principle 
in all Men's Hearts, we ſhou'd recover 
the State of Paradiſe, even a Heaven 
upon Earth. Wiffexe its real Preſence 
is in a renew'd Soul}, how does it tran- 
ſpoſe the Life, and tranſport the Man 
beyond himſelf! What is it he can't 
do, and ſuffer out of Love to God 
and Chriſt? This ſacred Fire anima- 
ted the Breaſts of the glorious Com- 
pany of Martyrs and Confeſſors, that 
cloud of Witneſſes to the Truths of 
the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, Thus 
they conflicted undauntedly with the 
Flames, 
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Flames, wild Beaſts, Racks, Dungeons, 
Gallies, Death, and Miſery, in all their 
terrible Forms, both quick and vio- 
tent, long and lingering. Thus they 
took joyfully the ſpoiling of their Goods, and 
accounted themſelves happy, and a 
great Honour done them, when they 
might ſuffer for Chriſt. Acts of Self. 
denial, and a generous contempt of 
the World, no doubt; preceded, or 
they had been as unfit, as unable, thus 
cheerfully to offer themſelves a Sa- 
crifice to God, The Love of Jeſus 
had fo poſſeſs'd them, that Self-denial, 
as it were, had loſt its Name and 
Nature : They were crucified to the 
World, and the World to them. How 
are our ſoft, and efteminate Lives the 
Reverle of all this! How does our too 
great Love of the World tell us, we 
are very unfit for the fiery Tryal. 
This divine flame enkindled another 
to their Brethren -for. the ſake of ]e- 
ſus, and in reſpect to his dying Com- 
mand, who breath'd Love to the laſt 
Gaſp. Then is our Love right to 


God, when it terminates in our Bro- 
ther, and then right to our Brother, 


when it flows primitively from the 


Love of God: According to that ſure 


and 
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and reciprocal Mark given us by St. 
John, 1 Joh. 5. 1, 2. All pretences to 
Love without this Reciprocation are 
{purious, and deceitful. Divine Love 
in theſe heroic Champions of the 
Chriſtian Faith, from the Example, 
Command and Image of Chriſt, they 
ſaw in the Souls of their Brethren, 
made them heartily ſympathize with 
them in their Diſtreſſes, joy fully re- 
lieve their Neceſſities, cordially pray 
for their Succour, and be ready to lay 
down their Lives for them. Good God, 
what heavenly Souls were theſe! 
Their Hearts were like a Burning- 
glaſs, to unite Rays from the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs, to raiſe a flame within, 
that burſt forth in a meridian Splen- 
dour in the Life. Lord Jeſu, what 
frozen, and benighted Souls have we, 
compared with theſe Sons of the 
Morning in primitive Times! Our 
Lot ſeems fallen in the very dregs 
of Time, while we feel ſo little of 
Love to God, or one another. Our 
{ſelfiſh Principles make us forget our 
beſt Intereſt: And the God of this 
World has ſo dazled our Eyes with 
its Glories, that we can ſcarce diſcern 
any 
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any Beauty, but in the Landskips of 
his Temptations. 
IX. 

Thus we have ſeen how monſtrou: 
a Vice ſinful Self-Love is, how pro- 
ductive of all wickednels, the very 
Root of Apoſtacy from God and Good- 
neſs: How naturally its carnal Ap. 
petites and Luſts feed on the Thing; 
of this World, and how difficult it is 
to change this corrupt Byaſs. We 
have ſeen likewiſe how the counter 
Principle, the Love of God, is the 
Soul's Recovery and Health, and how 
naturally it diſcharges itſelf into the 
Love of our Brother, and the happy 
Conſequents thereof. Let us then be 
perſwaded to keep a vigilant: Eye on 
our greateſt danger, to prevent it, and 
our main Duty, and Safety, to com- 
ply, and attain it. While Men live 

in Unbelief, they will live under the 
Power of Self-Love. Hobbs's Faith 
will continue us in the State of Na- 
ture, which he calls a State of War, 
of Horn and Hoof, like wild Beaſts, 
to kick, and puſh one another, and 
to Sacrifice every Thing to the grand 
Idol, Self-Intereſt: A helliſh State, ful 


of Miſery and Confuſion ! True Faith 
i 
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is the firſt ſtep out of this forlorn 
Condition, till divine Love gives wings 
quite to eſcape it. Tho Faith is the 
firſt Born of the Soul, and very ex- 
cellent, and valuable, as the Root of 
all Grace in the Heart of a Chriſtian, 
yet the ſacred Oracles give the pre- 
beminence to the younger Brother, 
Charity, as it aflimilates us to God, 
| who is Love, and he who dwells in 
Love, dwells in God, and God in him, 
1 Cor. Ch. 13. Its dignity is farther 
. declar'd, in that it never fails, as other 
| Graces do. Tho' thus Charity has 
the preference, yet Faith has the Ho- 
rnour to feed and invigorate the flame 
4 of Love, till Viſion brings us to frui- 
tion, and Faith expires with our laſt 
a Breath. Then we ſhall peep no lon- 
„ ger thro' the Chinks of our Mud- 
el walls, nor fee darkly thro' the Glaſs of 
ne God's Word and Works, but Face to 
Face: Now we know in part, then ſhall we 
a. know even as we are known. O bleſs'd, 
ic bright, and eternal Day! fit me for it, 
%% dear Lord, then let it hafte away: 
So ſhall'the ſhades of this Night of 
af Sorrow and Temptation vaniſh ; then 
- 1 ſhall my poor Soul ſuffer no more diſ- 
mal Eclipſes of the Sun of Righteouſ- 


neſs, 


3 
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neſs, that my Sins and Follies too of of 
ten create me here, but live, and bag 
in the light and comfort of thy gloſſ 
rious, beautifying Rays, where ther: 
thall never happen a Sun-ſet more 
Amen. 
Y. Gr 

"Tis not eaſy to quit this deliciou 
Subject, ſince the very Contemplat 
on of it gives the Soul a heaven 
CTomplexion, and makes it ſhare a lit 
tle in the Bliſs of Angels, and glori 
fy'd Saints. Theſe Thoughts chat 
the Soul, and blow up the Holy Fire 
within, till it blaze forth at the Lips 
in Songs of Praiſe to the God of Love; 
and thus we after our poor manner 
faintly Eccho back the heavenly An 
thems of the Bleſſed above. This di 
vine Theam is as profitable as ple: 
ſant, of the laſt Importance to gail 
and improve it: A failure here, 1 
mortal, and makes our Caſe deſperate 
till it be alter'd : It highly concerns 
us then to enquire into the Nature 
and Properties of divine Love, an 
to feel the Pulſe of our own Souls 
the better to know how we ſtand at: 
feed to it, what we poſſeſs of it 


and what we farther ſeek, and deſire 
of 
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of ſo noble an Attainment. A ſpiri- 


tual frame of ſo heavenly a Nature, 
is not eaſily got, may ſoon be loſt, and 
is with greater difficulty ſtill reco- 
ver d. We have great Reaſon to look 
to it, that we do not fail of this 
Grace of God, ſince many deceive 
themſelves in the Enquiry. There 
are ſuch Deceits in our Hearts, and 


ſo many enſnaring Objects about us, 


ever ready to quench the ſacred 
Flame, and when it's beat down, even 
to trample out the laſt ſpark, that 
it's very difficult to raiſe our Souls 
aloft, or keep them there long. It's 
true, all the means of Grace are cal. 
culated to this purpoſe, and have & 
powerful Tendency to blew-the Coals 
of Love, but carnal Self-Love is fo 
Wprevalent in moſt Men, and ſo apt 
to encroach upon the beſt, that we 
often miſtake our true Intereſt. This 
ſpreads its Leven ſo much thro? our 
JConſtitution, and ſeems fo much of a 
piece with our real ſelves, that we 
atten take our Enemy for our Friend, 
We ſtand too near ourſelves, to ſee 
ourſelves diſtin&ly, tho' we are too 
Eagle- ey d to ſpy Faults Abroad. The 
ye that ſees every Thing, can't ſee 

BE. C itſelf, 
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itſelf, but by Reflection; and we ſo W,,z 
ſeldom reflect upon ourſelves, to bring N Ho 
our Hearts to the Teſt, that when we NW 
wou'd, we ſcarce can do it, to amy 
good purpoſe. The Soul is not only 
immured in the Body, but inviron'd 
with a Multitude of corporeal Objects, 
that ſollicit the Senſes, and they 
again teaze the Soul to conſent toy, 
their Embraces. Thus poor Mortal the 
are tempted to ſit down in the Lap of Ws... 
Pleaſure, till they ſuffer the Locks of 
their ſpiritual Strength and Purity to 
be clipt, by every wanton Hand, and 
themſelves become the Sport of their, 
Seducers. May theſe Conſiderations 
teach us Caution, in keeping our. 
Hearts, and ſearching them, after the 
Love of God. 8 | 
XI. 


Some think the Love of God con. 
ſiſts in a great Flow of Affections, in 
Raptures, and extatic Mot ions, while 
meer Enthuſiaſts pretend to nothing 
more. *Tis dangerous to make tha 
a Criterion, or Rule of judging of out 
State, that is common to DeceiversM: 
and lies level with the groſs Mimic 
ry of Religion, Torrents are but ſhal 
low, tho' they run ſwift and nay 
whi 
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while deep Streams move ſoft and 
flow. Evil Spirits are unquiet in their 
Walks, and. hurry in their Move- 
ments : God comes not in the Whirl- 
wind, but the ſoft ſtill Voice, he owns 
as his. Human Paſſions and Aﬀetti- 
ons depend much on Conſtitutions, 
almoſt as various, as are Meu's Faces. 
Nay, ſo variable is poor Man, as to 
theſe Circumſtances, that a few Mis- 
fortunes, or a Diſtemper, ſhall alter 
d much his natural Temper, as to 
make him differ widely, even from 
Whimnſelf, As the Moon therefore re- 
Fulates the Ebbs and Flows of the 
ide, ſo do thefe Accidents and Tem- 
peraments influence very variouſly the 
Riſe and Fall of Men's Paſſions and 
Affections, only with lefs regularity 
nd certainty. Much of this depends 
pon mechanic Powers, the animal 
Deconomy, the circulation of the 
Blood and Spirits, in conjunction with 
utward Occaſions. Some Perſons will 
veep till they ſob, at a Tragedy ; 
thers again will be more affected 
1th a Romance, than with real Hi- 
tory. There's another ſort of Peo- 
e in' the World who ſeem almoſt 
moyeable, at all real, and phanta- 
J C 2 ſtic 
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ſtic Appearances; their Tempers ar 
ſteady, from a Greatneſs of Mind, or 
a robuſt Conſtitution. Theſe even 
Diſpoſitions are not much elated with 
Mirth, or depreſt with Sorrow, and 
when either extream touches them in- 
wardly, they rarely expreſs it out- 
wardly, but ſet the weeping and 
laughing Philoſophers both at Def. 
ance. Since Matters ſtand thus, that 
ſome like April, are Sun-ſhine and 
Showers all the Year round ; nay, 
ſometimes can, as 1t were, cry, and 
laugh in a Breath; and the Exprel: 


ſions of the Paſſions in others ſeem 


always frozen up, what rational de- 


pendance can we have upon ſuch un- 
certain Movements, eſpecially in 10; 
weighty a Cauſe as that of the good 


or bad State of the Soul. 
XII. 
Chriſt has given us more ſolid Proofs 


of the Sincerity of our Affection tog; 


God, and Him, than have yet been 


nam' d; and if we ground our Conti-fh; 
dence upon them, will never deceive 


us. They are ſuch Marks as will 
plainly diſtinguiſh the Faithful from 
all Sorts of Pretenders whatever. The 
true Love of God is ever founded in 

a high, 


Thoughts on the Love of God. 29 


a high, prevailing Eſteem, and Valu- 
ation of Him. Judgment muſt pro- 
ceed the cloſure of the Will, or it 
can't make a wiſe and ſtedfaſt choice. 
Without this firm Foundation, all the 
lutter of the Affections are very pre- 
carious, and may eaſily deceive us. 
Affections are the effect of the Will 
long bent one way, reſting with com- 
placency on ſome particular Object. 
This is the Root ot all Habits both 
bad and good: The former are ſtor— 

y, violent, and impetuous, the lat- 
er, when appropriated to Religion, 
Pre the gentle, ealy, habitual lucli— 

nations of the Wil, and are juftly 
Wilted, divine Affections. Senſe, Luft, 
and carnal Appetite begin, and con- 
lem the firſt, and Reaſon, ſanctified by 
Religion, commence and compleat the 
iſt, The experienc'd Chriſtian, who 
gas felt the Tyranny of his Luſts, and 
0 What it is to partake of the divine Na- 
ze, will readily take my meaning, 
end eaſily diſtinguiſh between the fe- 
eriſh heat of corrupt Nature, and 
he gentle, benign warmth of a re- 
ew'd Mind. I wou'd not be miſta- 
en by any Thing ſaid on this To- 
Ic, as if I queſtion'd the reality, or 
C depre- 


> — 
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depretiated the Excellency of affect. 
onate Movements, and divine Rep- 
tures; no, they have been, and are 
undoubtedly the Portion of pious Sou; 
on ſome Occaſions, tho” rarely: All | 
intend, in ſhort, is this, that thele 
alone are not to be confided in, un— 
lefs in Conjunction with other more 
lolid Grounds, that either precec!, 
attend, or follow them: Then ae 
and happy are they, who partake of 
theſe utterable Favours, and enjoy 10 
much of Heaven before they poſſels 


It, . 


Now let us lay our Hands on cur 


Hearts, and impartially endeavour to 
feel their Pulſe, whether they beat 
more ſtrongly for God, or the World! 
After mature deliberation, do we find 
that in our Judgments we prefer 
him above every Thing? Is he Al. 
ſufficient in our Opinion, and Eſtima- 
tion? Do we cloſe with him as out 
Portion, and is our reſt and compla- 


cency chiefly in Him? Is Chriſt preti- 


ous in our View, and do we value 
Him indeed as the Pearl of great 
Price? Is the Intereſt of our Souls, 
that we have mainly at Heart, and 
when they grow in Grace, Peace and 


Hope, 
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Hope, are we pleas'd, let the World 


go how it will? Are theſe Things ac- 


counted our chief Treaſure, and does 
the main Current of our Hopes and 
Fears run in this Channel? Can we 
bear Loſſes and Croſſes without de- 
ſpondency, and ne'er think ourſelves 
quite undone, till God and Chriſt are 
gone? Had we rather ſuffer, than Sin, 
and let the Fleſh be pinch'd, and torn, 
rather than wound our Conſciences, 
and part with Life itſelf, when the 
ving of it wou'd apparently hazard 
our Salvation? If this be the Temper 


| of our Spirits in a prevailing Senle, 


on ſerious Reflection, as far as at 
preſent we can be Maſters of our 


own Determinations, and carry our 


Thoughts and Reſolutions, we may 
fafely conclude we have got Poſſeſ- 
ſion of that incomparable jewel, the 
Love of God, and Jeſus. | 

It's true, we can't ordinarily bring 


theſe Reſolves to the Tryal, and ſome 


of them, it may be, never. God do's 
not exerciſe all his Children alike, and 


calls but few of them to Martyrdom, .. 


yet he gives them all to will his Plea- 
lure, on theſe ſuppoſals, and Power 


to act accordingly on real Occaſions. 
| C 4. If 
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If therefore we ordinarily govern our- 
ſelves by theſe Principles in the courte 
of our Lives, tho? with many failures, 
we may hope for extraordinary Aſ- 
hiftances upon great Emergencies: and 
in the mean time may comlortably 
reflect on the kindly ſymptoms of our 
S:ncerity, This is a ſolid Building 
on a Rock, that will ſtand the Teſt 
of a Storm, while Tranſports, and 
| ſoaring Notions, may leave their Ad- 
mirers Foundation on the Sand, to 
be the Sport of Winds and Waves, 
Chriſt, who adviſes us not to put new 
Wine into old Bottles, will not cruſh 
with his Croſs, the back of a young 
or weak Convert, but will adjuſt its 
weight to their Strength. Yet ſome 
Croſs he will have all his to bear, and 
bids them expect it, peremptorily de- 
claring they can't otherwiſe be his Diſ- 
ciples, Luk. Ch. 14. He adviſes them 
therefore to ſit down and conſider the 
Coſt, and weigh the Charges, under the 
Figure of Building a Tower. He ex- 
preſly there tells them, they muſt hare 
their neareſt Relatives, and their own 
Lives, otherwiſe upon no Terms can 
they lay claim to him. The Law of 
Nature, as well as the divine Com- 
Iz mands, 
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mands, allow, nay, require us to lore 
our own Lives and neareſt Relations, 
our Lord therefore wou'd ne'er make 
our Duty claſh with theſe. His mean- 
ing then is plainly this, when any, 
or all of theſe Intereſts come in com- 
petition with His, we muſt abandon 
them all, as if we hated them, and 
cleave to him alone. He then con- 
cludes thus, Whoever he be of them, that 
orſaketh not all that he has, he can't be 
my Diſciple. This Renunciation was 
not to be actual, and immediate, any 
farther than in deſign and reſolution, 
till a proper Seaſon offer'd. *Twill be 
our wiſdom to purſue the ſame Me- 
thod with ourſelves, Chriſt took with 
las, and recommends to us. Self-de- 
mal ſtrikes immediately at Self-love, 
diametrically oppoſite to the Love of 

od, therefore our Saviour makes it 
is firſt, and great Leſſon. This is 
doing Violence to corrupt Nature, and 
ndoing, as it were, Carnal-ſelt, to 
pleaſe and Honour God, a Sacrifice 
moſt acceptable to Him. We ſee 
hen the Rules above preſcrib'd, for 
udging of our State, are back d by 
hriſt's Authority, therefore moſt 
ate, and ſure. Let us meaſure then 
G Our 
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our Love to God, by the Efteem and 
Value we have for him above al 
Things, and not by the uncertain $al. 
lies of pathetic Movements. A May 
may. feel a ſtronger Beat of his Af. 


fectious towards his Houſe, Gardens 


or Park, than towards all his othe; 
Tenements, and large demelſns, that 
furniſh Supplies, to keep all thele in 
Order. Nay, it may be he ſhall be 
more ſenſibly tickled and pleas'd with 
a Horſe or a Dog, than with all hi 
Bags, Bonds, and Securities. But it muſt 
be at a ſtrange expence of his folly, if 
he ſhou'd efteem any, or all of thele, 
above his Patrimony. Nor will any 
Man in his wits preſume, ſuch a one 


- prefers in his Judgment, and Choice, 


ſuch Trifles, before ſuch Treaſures. Let 
us take Care we don't deceive our- 
ſelves by placing Religion and the 
Love of God in the lower and more 
{ſenſitive part of the Soul, in ſudden 
Heats and Flights, and by a Spirit o 
infatuation, neglect thoſe Evidences, 
that are our beſt Title to our ever— 
laſting Inheritance. Herod fear'd John, 


heard him gladly, obſersv'd him, and 


did many Things, and after all, mur- 


der'd him. Here were the Move- 
| meuts 
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meats of the Paſſions, nay, ſome good 


Actions, yet he remain'd a vile Mur- 


therer, and an Adulterer. The Do- 


&rine of the Croſs, and forſaking all 
tor Chriſt, ſo often inculcated, de- 


pends on a fix'd Reſolution, not on 
the float of Affections. The ſtony 


Ground receiv'd the Word with Joy, 


but all came to nothing. The forward 
Youth, who ſo warmly accoſted our 


Lord, in his purſuit of Heaven, went 
away as ſorrowful, and loſt it, for. 


prefering Riches before it. . Here the 
Paſſions play'd their Parts vigorouſly, 
but carnal Choice made the fatal De- 
ciſion. Let not God's Children then 
yield to penſive dejection, for want of 
warm feeling of Affections, while bet- 
ter Symptoms abide: For they too 
often frighten themſelves, as running 
Sheep do, merely with the Clatter of 
their own Feet. St. Paul prays for 
the Philippians, Ch. 1. 9. That their 
Love may abound more and more its 
Knowledge, and in all Judgment. We 


have no more Love of God, nor Ha- . 


tred of Sin, than we have Light in 
the Underſtanding : Therefore in the 


next Verſe, he intimates that we owe - 
both our. Sincerity and Perfection to 
Wt]. | 


E 


P 
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it. To grow in Grace, is to grow in 
Knowledge, 2 Pct. 3. 18. 
XIII. | 

What will it Profit us, if we weep 
for our Sins, if we don't forſake them? 
To talk of Jeſus much, and feel now 
and then ſome flaſhes of Affection to- 
wards him, and yet refuſe Obedience 
to him: Some weep plentifully, who 
don't mourn really, others mourn hear. 
tily, who can't ſhed a Tear. Some 
feel no glowings of Love within, nor 
the Light of God's Countenance, yet 
go on in a ſteady Courle of Obedience. 
"Tis better to Love God, tho' we don't 
know it, than to think we do, when 
there's nothing in it. 
they, who, unaſſur'd of Heaven, re- 


nounce the World, and reſolve to do, 


their Duty, amidſt all Diſcourage- 


ments, truſting in Jeſus Chriſt to God's. 


Promiſe of Mercy, Happy's the Man, 
who. 1s contented with God's. Allow- 
ance here, and hopes his Great and 
Good Self-will be his exceeding great 
Reward hereafter. *Tis dangerous to 
truſt to falſe Joys, or Sorrows: To 


miſtake Moon-ſhine for Break of Day, 


and make Tears the Index of Repen- 
tance, without more Enquiry,. Deep 
| x Sor— 


Brave Souls are. 
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Sorrows aſtoniſh us ſometimes, and ſo 
ſtupify Nature, as to ſtop up all Ave- 
nues of Relief that ſhou'd diſcharge 
the Paſſion, True ſpiritual Joys uſu- 
ally glide gently into the Soul, and 
make it calm, and ſedate ; boiſterous 
Movements are more ſuſpicious, ſince 
they rarely happen, but on ſingular 
Occaſions. While the Springs and 
Wheels of a Clock are not rightly 
adjuſted, there will be no regular 
Movement; if then we are govern'd 
by the Index on the Dyal-plate, we 
thall miſtake the Hour of the Day. 
f there be not a ſolid, judicious Choice 
of God above every Thing, as a Prin- 
ciple preſiding in the Soul, to govern 
the Motion of the Paſſions, they'll 
ebb aud flow very uncertainly, upon 
every flight, as well as ſolemn Occa- 
fon, inſomuch that we ſhall ſcarce ever 
be able to determine when we act as 
Men, and. when as Chriſtians: Whe- 
her from a truly gracious Diſpoſition, 
c r the mere Dictates of Nature. 
0 XIV. | 
o | God: forbid 1 ſhou'd ſo much ag 
7, em to fay any Thing detracting 
1- Wom the Comforts of his Holy Spirit 
p it the Faithful. The 

| Come 


38 Thoughts on the Love of God. 


Conſoelations of the Almighty are mot ſmall: 
They are not only real, but great, 1 | 
ſo great, as to enable them perſever- Þ c 
ingly to conquer all Difficulties, and 1 
triumph over Death, in all its terri- v 
ble Forms. I enter'd a Caveat againſt It 
theſe ſuppoſals, and hope none will 7 
take Umbrage. Divine Favours are  c: 
too good to be paſs'd over in Silence: n 
If we act ſo, we ſtand much in our G 
own Light; and if we call them in E 
queſtion, we deny our own Mercies. P. 
When Pearls are caſt before Swine, 4 
they may trample them under their F 
Feet, but Saints will gather them up, I. 
and put them into their Boſoms. th 
What God has promis'd, and pious ¶ co 
Men of all Ages have experienc'd, tin 
will ſtand as an impregnable Rampart I tec 
againſt all the Attacks of Infidels, and Tr 
Contradiction of the Ungodly. No tle 
wonder ſenſual Men, who have not the the 
Spirit, deſpiſe what they hate, and cor 
deny what they never felt: But the we 
real Chriſtian will ſell all that he has, We 
rather than not purchaſe this Field of our 
Treaſure. firſt 
4 £ I ed t 

Various are the Expreſſions of Scrip - dee; 
ture to this purpoſe, to create Ex 
— pectation, 
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pectation, and whet our Deſires and 
Prayers, and if we don't read them 
often, believe, and ſeek them earneſt- 
ly, we provoke God to leave us to 
walk in darkneſs. They are ſuch as 
theſe. The new Name : The white Stone 
The hidden Manna of the Heart : The 
earneſt of God's Spirit : His witneſſing 
with our Spirits, that we are Children of 
God : The Spirit of Adoption to ery Abba 
Father : The abounding in Hope by the 
Power of the Holy Ghoſt : The full Afſu= 
rance of Hope : Strong Conſolations : The 
Fruit of the Spirit is Love, Joy, Peace. 
Theſe and many other Expreſſions of 
the like Nature ailure us, that un- 
common Joys and Comforts ſome- 
times poſſeſs the Hearts of the Righ- 
teous. Thele are great and glorious 
Truths, and happy is the Soul enti- 
tled to them, tho' too many deceive 
themſelves by falle Claims. The 
common Enemy 1s very cunning, .and 
we are too apt to conlent to the Cheat. 
We are too ready to think well of 
ourſelves, and take Matters at the 
firſt Rebound, Few will be perſwad- 
ed to lay the Caie to Heart, and uſe 


pM deep Conſideration, and this neglect 


* 


n 


lays us open to Impoſture. God ne'er 
deſigu'd 
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deſign'd we ſhou'd be at ſuch a los 
about theſe Matters; the deceits of 
our own Hearts give. Life to our 
Doubts and Fears: Were. we upright 
before him, and faithful to ourſelves, 
he wou'd not ſuffer us to fall into a 
Spirit of Deluſion. Our ſureſt way 
therefore will be, to examine, how 
we got our Comforts, and to what 
End we improve them. If therefore 
they came after deep. Humiliation, 
and we employ them to eradicate. Sin 
more and more, to vanquiſh Luſts and 
Temptations, and delight in all reli. 
gious Services, we may then happily 
conclude, what tends ſo directly to Ns: 
God, came from Him. of 
XVI. 

God is ſaid to comfort ſuch as are ait 
caſt down, to heal the broken hearted, to ut 
revive the Spirit of the contrite and ſhi 
humble, to give the Oil of Foy for Io . 
Mourning, If now our Conſolations Mate 
come this way, we have the leſs rea- G. 
ſon to miſtruſt them, becauſe they WF p 
are agreeable to his Will and Promiſe. ren 
Nothing empties us more of Self-con- ſites 
eeit, and the Love of the World, Napp 
than ſound Humiliation. When we his 
joſe theſe Reliſhes, divine Comforts 
are 
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are better entertain'd, for God will 
not beſtow his Cordials upon ſuch as 
light them. Humbling work is not 
ily neceſſary before Converſion, but 
ter, for growth in Grace. Faith, 
nd Love, the Root of all other 
Traces, improve under this Exerciſe. 
ne more Vain this World appears, 
1e more great, and real one, comes 
carer in View. As we die to Senſe 
ud preſent Appearances, Faith ga- 
hers Strength, and lays faſter hold 
WW! Things unſeen: As Faith encreaſes, 
ove advances, and as we love God, 
ie uſually diſcovers his AﬀeQion to 
Ws: For our Love to God, is but the 
eflection of his to us. We love God, 
ecauſe he firſt loved us, ſays St. John. 
aith actuates Love, as is ſaid before; 
ut if that keep one Foot of the Com- 
aſs in the Center, Love is the other 
0 walk the Rounds, to draw and ani- 
nate the whole Circle of Duty, both 
o God and Man. While direct Acts 
Faith are multiply'd, the Habit is 
Irengthened, and that again invigo— 
ates the Acts, till at length this 
appy Circulation brings the Soul to 
fis ſweet Concluſion, to take up its 
ſt in Chriſt as its Portion and Hap- 
pineſs. 


* 
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pineſs. This is the ſafe, and ſure 
way to attain a Senſe of God's Love, 
that will not deceive us. Others :ai- 
ſing a ſtructure of ſanguine Hopes, 
without this Foundation, expole th:m- 
ſelves to ſad and fatal Diſappoint- 
ments. The proper Work of Faith, 
if it act free, and ſtrong, is, to ap- 


-- propriate Chriſt to the Soul, whence 


follows great Peace and Conſolation, 
Raptures, and extatic ſenſations, ſel- 
dom happen, and are of ſhort Cont! 
nuance, ſo are not the ſtated Meals 
of a Chriſtian, but the ſpiritual Re 
gale of a kind Maſter on {ſpecial Oc 
caſions. Rara hora, brevis mora, lays 
St. Bernard. | | 
| XVII. | 

When we improve our Comforts to 
mortify our Luſts, eſpecially the Sin 
that ſo eaſily beſets us, that folds { 
connaturally to our Conſtitution, and 
habitual Incl inations, then we may al 
ſure ourſelves, they are not the $1 
dows of our own Fancies, nor the Ef 
fects of mechanical Cauſes, but the 


genuine Fruits of the Holy Spirit 


Theſe divine ſuavities are given u 
more for Profit, than Pleaſure : Thi 


Sun-ſhine is afforded us to work by 
not 
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not merely to fit down, and bask in 
ics refreſhing warmth. When our 
Zeal for God, and doing good, 1s 
blown into a Flame, by thele encou- 
raging Viaticums, they are certainly 
the Favours of an indulgent Father, 
and while we go on in a way of Du— 
ty, we may hope for their Continu- 
#ce and Encreale, and now and then, 
{ome peculiar Coruſcations of divine 
Love, to excite to nobler Enterprizes 
jn our Chriſtian courle. The ſpring 
of ſuch Couſolation, muſt be above 
Nature, ſince it enables us to act quite 
Counter to its Propenſities, and do 
Violence even to its moſt Paſſionate 
Deſires. Theſe are the found Proofs 
of a true juſtify ing Faith, long exer- 
cis'd in direct Acts, which finally 
terminate in thoſe Acts that form a 
ſweet and ſtated Aſſurance of God's 
Love to the Soul. 
XVIII. ö 

Again, if we employ heavenly Joys, 
to acquire more Strength and Agili- 
ty in religious Services, we are upon 
right Bottom. As the divine Na- 
ture prevails in us, pious and devout 
Actions become more counatural, and 


ve perform them at Length, with 
great 


* 
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great Facility and Pleaſure. Thus Al 
we renew our Strength by waiting upon MY 
God; we walk in his Ways and are ut A 
weary, we run and are not faint : Then Im 
is the Joy of the Lord right, when it me 
is our Strength, to advance in Piety, MV 
'Tis a ſad ſign, when we pretend to De 
ſtrong Comforts, and yet remain un- Inal 
der the Power of ſtrong Corruptions : 

When the Love of this World appa— [ 
rently prevails in us, and we lay claim flo, 
to ſpiritual Joys. This ſpectacle to lut 
the judicious, breeds a charitable Con- Nh 
cern, like that we feel when we fee a Ne 
MalefaCtor go laughing to Execution, 
Nothing ſhort of a ſurprizing Act of 
Grace, can reſcue ſuch out of the Pow- 
er of their pleaſant Phrenſy, who hug F 
their Chains, as if they were Strings 
of Pearls and Rubies. Theſe People 
commonly are eaten up of a Party, 
and admire their Leaders as Oracles, 
and coldly, if at all, will receive 
Fruths from any other Hand, tho 
ſpiricual and important. They have 
Men's Perſons more in Admiration, than 
the Honour of God, and his Truth, 
becauſe they have made themſelves 
their own Idols. A Child of Light 
will not reje& a Truth, becauſe on 
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by a foul Hand: His God is. his 
All, and any Thing from him is wel- 
come, let who will be the Meſſenger ; 
and becauſe his Brother bears his 
Image, he loves him where ever he 
meets him. Such faithful Souls, ſhall 
never fatally err, and all their ſpiritual 
Delights here, are real Pledges of eter- 
nal ones hereafter. | 
| NIN... 

I might add, If joy and comfort 
flow in upon us, in a diſconſolate 
Juffering State, they come from him 
Irho comforts ſuch as are caſt down. If 
ee ſuffer for the Name of Chriſt, happy 
e we, for the Spirit of God and Glory 
ee upon us. When the World looks 
pale upon us, our Enemies frown, and 
all about us appears dark, and diſmal, 
hen to rejoyce in God, as our Salya- 
jon, muſt be from a higher Princi- 
ple, than any mortal is Maſter of. 
Vhen Afflictions befal us from the 
and of God, mediate, or immedi- 
te, and we ſee it in them, and there- 
ore humbly ſubmit, and patiently 
ear the Croſs, what {ſpiritual Re- 
reſhments we then feel in theſe high 
ts of Obedience, may be depended 
pon as divine Encouragements. Thus 

Holy 


2 


rere 


Methods, tho' Hippocrites, who im: 
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Holy Job ſaw the Hand of God in all 
his hard Tryals, tho* Men and Devil 
interven'd, and for this reaſon poſſeſt 
his Soul in Patience, and great Com. 
poſure. The royal Prophet David 
diſcern'd the Finger of God, in that 
Volley of Curſes Shime: pour'd upon 
him in the Hour of his Diſtreſs. If 


we can act at this ſublime Rate in all 


our Sorrows, we ſhall Taſte of their 


Conſolations, and know them to bei 


true, and genuine. The higheſt Ho- 
nour in a ſuffering State, is that for 


Religion, when we are reproach'd, NI; 


and Perſecuted for Righteouſneſs ſake, 


and the diſcharge of a good Conſci- i 
ence. So many Promiſes of inward 
Toy are made to theſe Circumſtances, 


that we can have no better Security 


given us, that they come from Hea- 


ven. Theſe are ſome of thoſe ways 


Saints receive divine Conſolations, that 


may be depended on. No Devil in 
the Shape of an Angel of Light, can 


play his Tricks here. No bodily 


Temperaments,nor Enthuſiaſtic Move- 
ments ſhall abuſe an upright Soul, that 
ſeeks, or meets with Comforts in theſe 


pole 
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zoſe upon others, finally deceive them- 
elves. 


XX. 

We have ſeen in ſome meaſure the 
Excellency of true Chriſtian Charity : 
How our Lord makes it, the ſumma- 
ry of the Law and Prophets, and 
he Foundation of his own Inſtitutes : 
Vhat Preference St. Paul gives it 
above all other Gifts, and Graces, in- 
ſomuch that without it, all Attain- 
ments are in Vain. I endeavour'd to 
prove, that the Love of God, which 
vas real, and laſting, was founded in 
Wolid Judgment, in a prevalent Eſteem 
ef him, in a Valuation, and Prefe- 
ence of an Intereſt in his Favours 

above all Things. As for the more 
ſenſible Diſplay of the Affections, I 
hope I have not depretiated them, 
but recommended. them upon a ſound 
Baſis, as great and glorious: Encou- 
agements to Religion, only with this 
aution, that we be not drawn into 
atal Miſtakes, thro* Self-indulgence, 
ind for want of ſerious Examining 
heir Riſe, and Tendency. I ſubjoin 
herefore the concurrent Advice of 
dt, Peter, Above all Things have fervent 
parity. What I ſhall add 5 

cca- 
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Occaſion, ſhall be to excite to the u 7 
of the moſt proper Incentives to thi 

Duty, to blow up this divine Flame C 
and to ſubſtract every Thing, as u 


are able, that has a Tendency to dan 
or quench it. 
XXI. 


The Chriſtian's Life in Scripture 
is compar'd to a Race and a Farfan 
therefore we are bid to throw off ever 
weight that incumbers us, and not t. 
intangle ourſelves in the Affairs of thi 
Life. Impediments muſt be moy'd ou 
of the way, to facilitate Expedition 
and proper Motives are to be us'd tc 
excite Alacrity in running. Love put 
all our Powers in Motion, what there 
fore excites that, puts all in a for 
wardneſs. Whatever chills that no 
ble Paſſion, clogs the Soul, and clip 
the wings of its Activity. Lost 
animates us in our Conflicts again 
Temptation, and the Powers of Dark 
neſs; when that flags, we loſe Chr! 
ſtian Bravery. Whatever ſtifles that 
ſtops the very Vitals of Religion. AF. 
ſoon may the natural Life be main 
tain'd without Breathing, as the ſpi 
ritual Life without Love. 


XXII 
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One great Incentive, to beget, and 
mprove the Love of God, is a ſtrong, 
abiding Senſe of his to us, in giving 
hriſt to us, Sacramental Seaſons 
herefore, where he is clearly exhi- 
dited to our Faith, and we approach 
the neareſt to Heaven that we can 
While on Earth, are moſt proper 

Means to ſtir up this Flame. Since 
ur Lord with Deſire, deſir'd to finiſh 
pur Redemption, by his Paſſion, if we 
lon't redouble our Deſires after the 
ſemorial, and its Benefits, we can't 
de exempted from the imputation of 
ile ingratitude to Jeſus, and cruelty 
o our Souls. Rays of Light and 
ove more directly dart from the Sun 
f Righteouſneſs thro' this Medium, 
What like a Burning-glaſs unites and 
rnſmits them to our Hearts, to raiſe 
eraphic Flames. And when we car- 
from God's Altar ſome of this ſa- 
red Fire, it puts a Luſtre on our 
ountenances, making them - ſhine 
th Peace and Joy, and puts a Vi- 
our into our Lives, to Honour ſo 
acious a Maſter. | 


'D XXIII. 
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XXIII. 

Previous or Conſequent to this Ce. 
lebration of the Ezchariſt, enter into 
deep Meditation of the Freedom of 
God's Love in giving Chriſt, while 
we neither ſought, defir'd, nor de- 
lerv'd Relief: How reſolutely our 
Saviour ſubmitted to all that was 
dreadful, to deliver us from all evil 
imaginable. Read over all the Paſlages 
of his Sorrows and Sufferings care- 
fully, and dwell ſeriouſly on thoſe 
Thoughts ; confider his Dignity, and “ 
the vile Treatment he met with, and 8 
remember this, all this, was for thy L 
ſake, for the Pardon of thy great and © 
many Sins, that otherwiſe muſt un- * 
voidably plunge thee into everlaſting U 
Perdition. Confider how often thou} V 
haſt forfeited Life, and all Comforts * 
here, and thy Salvation hereafter, yet 
boundleſs Mercy and Patience held 
18 the Hands of Juſtice, and thou haft lo 
i {till thy Life, 'and Soul, for a Prey. of 
1 Is not all this, and much more, eveq m 
all thou hop'ſt for, preſerv'd by the de 
alone Interceſſion of thy Saviour 
whom thou haſt often affronted, and u 
long abus'd? If Reflexions on ſuch 


numberleſs Favours receiv'd, an 
Pro 
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Provocations pardon'd, won't endear 
Chrift to us, and exalt our Love to 
God, I know not what can. If Wrath 
and Danger won't ſcare us into Duty, 
yet let our flinty Hearts break upon 
the ſoft Lap of Love. Let that Ar- 
gument prevail upon us, that once did 
upon a notorious Sinner, who, becauſe 
nuch was forgiven her, loved much, Luk. 
7. 47. The force of this is ſo cogent 
to an ingenuous Mind, that in tempo- 
ral Matters, common Gratitude and 
a good Nature will return Love for 
Love. If then there be but a ſpark 
ad of Grace in the Heart of a poor Sin- 
2M ner, upon whom Chriſt has laid iufi- 
of nite Obligations, by making his Peace 
ſl with God, *twill certainly burſt into 
ta Flame of Love. 
et XXIV. 
dd If ſtill we need Excitemeiits, let us 
ast look down by Thought, into that Gulf 
1M of Horrour, and incorceivable Tor- 
ell Ment, where loft Souls live in black 
hell deſpair : Where they defire to die, 
ur but Death runs from them. How 
wretched is that State, where the 
Kirg of Terrors is courted to do his 
Office, to befriend them! This lure 
is Miſery beyond the reach of Words, 
» 7 
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or utmoſt ſtretch of Thought! Any 
Place ſhort of this, tho' diſmal, muſt 
be pleaſant to ſuch, who once felt 
the Horrours of thoſe infernal Shades, 
were it poſlible to quit them, and 
make the Experiment. From this 
forlorn Dungeon are we drawn up in 
Hope by the Love of Jeſus, who ta- 
ſed the Wrath of God, that it might 
not reſt on us for ever. *Tis. much 
to die for a-Friend, but nothing ſhort 
of that Love which is ſtronger than 
Death, cou'd move him to die for his 
Enemies, If any Obligation then can 
faſten upon us, this muſt, thus cir- 
cumſtantiated. I preſs this Argument 
no farther, becauſe I had rather bring 
Motives to Love, from the Regions 
of Bliſs above, its proper Center, than 
from what's quite counter to it, de- 
. vouring Flames. 
XXV. 

Turn then thy Eyes to the celeſtial 
Orbs, thoſe Worlds of Light, that 
coutinually in their Viciſſitudes roll 
over thy Head, to illuminate and re- 
freſh Mortals here below, that Earth 
might not become a Chaos for Dark- 
Kew and Confuſion. If the Suburbs 
of Heaven are ſo charming in their 
__Alped, 
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Aſpett, and benign Influence, what 
inconceivable Radiency of tranſport- 
ing Glory ſhines in the Pallace of the 
eternal, immortal, and inviſible King a- 
bove! The nobleſt Luminaries, as 
well as the leſſer that beſpangle its 
outward Pavement, acceſſible to our 
Views, are of no uſe there. The Sun 
itlelf, the Glory of our Creation, 
wou'd be out of countenance to ſhine 
in the new Jeruſalem above, where 
the Glory of God lightens it, and the 
Lamb is the Light thereof. The con- 
flux of all mortal Light muſt appear 
as faint as that of a Glow-worm, com- 
par'd to that effulgence of increate 
Light. How paſt Thought happy 
and glorious are the Inhabitants of 
this Holy City, whoſe ſpiritual 
Strength, and Capacities, are ftreng- 
then'd, and enlarg'd to receive, and 
bear with the greateſt deleQation, 
this exceeding great, and eternal Weight 
of Glory. An infinite number of glo- 
rious Objects preſent themſelves to 
their View, that tranſport them with 
wonder, and all this reſplendency 
Points directly to the Lord Jeſus, the 
ſource and center of Heaven's Glory, 
who there appears in his own Glory, that 
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of his Father, and of the Holy Angels. 
This Viſion is all full of Rapture, and 
extatic ſenſations: They ſee him as 
he is, for they are like him, the Sight 
being transforming. O the mcompa- 
rable Satisfaction of theſe bleſſed 
Souls, feeling themſelves gradually 
aſſimilated to the Lord of Life and 
Glory ! They'll wonder how they paſs'd 
the pikes of Time, the Dangers and 
Difficulties of their Tryals below ; 
how they miſs'd the dark Gulf, and 
got to that happy Abode; but above 
all, at that ſingular Love, which con- 
ducted them thither ! 

But why do I venture ſo far out of 
my depth, ſince we all ſee here darkly 
thro* a Glaſs ? The skill of a Seraphim 
is requir'd to do Juſtice to this amaz- 
ing Subject, but then, alas, how little 
of his Language cou'd we frail Mor- 
tals underſtand ? St. Paul caught up in- 
to Paradiſe, declares his inability to 
talk of theſe Things, ſo as to accom- 
modate them to our Capacities. He 
heard there unſpeakable Words, which it's 
not lawful for a Man.to utter, 2 Cor. 12. 
4. deenra enuara, That can't, or muſt 
not be utter'd. Theſe feeble Efforts, 
and faint Sketches, tho' like the bab- 
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lings of a Child, or the little Models 
of Duſt, he careleſly rakes together in 
imitation of a fumptuons Building, 
yet they may help to lift our Thoughts 
a little higher than they uſually run 
on this Subject, becaule too ſeldom 
fix'd on its Glories. Certainly it we 
were aſſur'd of no more but in the ge- 
neral, of the Excellency, and perpe- 
tuity of this exalted State, 'twere 
enough to blow up all the Paſſions we 
were Maſters of. Eternal Life is ſo 
deſirable, that leſſer Entertainments, 
unſpeakable beneath what we are pro- 


mis'd, wou'd reconcile to it, ardert 


Wiſhes, if we did but well weigh, and 
conſider it: What Effect then ſthou'd 
it have upon us, when Perfection of 
Bliſs: is in Conjunction with it? In 
ſhort, when God himſelf ſhall pour 
into all our Faculties and Powers, as 
much Joy and Bleſſedneſs, as they 
can crave, or receive? 
XXVI. | 
To make all the foregoing Conſide- 
rations effectual to promote the Love 
of God, we ſhou'd read the Scriptures 
diligently, to encreaſe ſpiritual Know- 
ledge, which will ſettle and poiſe our 
Judgments, ſo more firmly determine 
D 4 | our 
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our Choices for God, as the All. ſuf. 
ficient Portion of our Souls, and then 
we ſhall ſoon feel a Stream of Aﬀetti. 
ous moving the ſame way. Such a; 
know God moſt, love him beſt. - We 
are exhorted to grow in Grace, and iy 
the Knowledge of our Lord and Saviouw 
Jeſus Chriſt, Again, This is Life cter- 
nal, to know thee the only true God, and 
Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. This 
Knowledge 1s not meerly ſpeculative, 
but altectionate, and practical, when 
ſaving. Grace grows with Knowledge, 
and growing in Love, is the moſt emi- 
nent Part of its Growth. Truly to 
know Chriſt, his Will and Power to 
ſave us, and the need we have of him, 
is a ſure and infallible way to love him. 
The Knowledge of God, is an Ex- 
preſſion, that frequently occurs in 
Scripture, ſo does that of the Fear of 
God, and they are both Terms gene- 
rally comprehenſive of all Religion; 
but when they are Right, and ſaving, 
they ever include the Will and Affecti- 
ons, ſince very wicked Men may no- 
tionally know much of God, and are 
often forc'd {laviſhly to fear him, whe- 
ther they will or not. Our Faith 
when right, ſhou'd affectionately em- 


brace 
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brace the Truths of the Goſpel, then 
complyance will follow. Faith comes 
by hearing and reading the Word of 
God: St. Peter's numerous Converts 
at a Sermon, were the effect of the 
former, as the Bareans were of the 
latter. What gives Birth to Faith, 
encreaſes it: Such as receive the ſincere 
Milk of the Word, grow thereby. Our 
Saviour, when the Sadduces objected 
againſt the Doctrine of the Reſurrecti- 
on, aſſign'd the Reaſon, telling them, 
they knew not the Scriptures, nor the Power 
of God. They loſt all true Concepti- 
ons of the Will, and Power of God, 
concerning this Matter, by negligence . 
of. this kind. ye 

There's an experimental Knowledge 
that goes along with the Word of 
God, that fticks the cloſeſt to us, and 
operates moſt ſtrongly upon us. An 
awakening Senſe of Sin, the Rebukes 
of Conſcience, ſome feelings of God's 
Wrath, with Fears of more, make us 
know the bitterneſs of Sin, hate it, 
fly from it, and dread Hell irr the moſt 
effectual Manner. This makes us Prize 
a-Redeemer, God's Favour, and a Ti- 
tle to Heaven, in good earneſt, not 
coldly and ſceptically, as in the Days 
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of our Security; If then we gain Peace 
of Conſcience, Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, 
and hopes of Heaven, how do we Va- 
lue them, and hug them as our Trea- 
ſure? How, in ſhort, are Sentiments, 
Concluſions, Affections, Courſe of Lite, 
all chang'd, as if in no Senſe we were 
the ſame Men. Thus the ſanctifying 
Knowledge of God, gives us a Senſe 
of his Love, and that again begets 
Love in us to Him, as flame by con- 
tact begets flame. Grace and Peace are 
multiply d thro the Knowledge of God and 
of Telus our Lord, 2 Pet. 1. 2. This is 
the Wiſdom, the wiſe Man recom- 
mends to us, as the principal Thing, and 
exhorts us to get it, and with all our get- 
ting, to get Underſtanding, Prov. 4+ 7+ 
XXVII. 

In the Proſecution of this grand Af. 
fair of our Souls, it behoves us not on- 
ly to uſe the proper Means, but to take 
Care to remove Impediments, eſpeci- 
ally thoſe that moſt embaraſs us. The 
Love of God, is the very Eſſence 
of the Chriſtian Religion, whatever 
therefore oppoles or endangers it, we 
muſt ſtrenuouſly guard againſt. What- 
ever Part we expoſe, let us be ſure to 
detend our Vitals, and not be ſo ſoon 
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in, as to expend much of our Care 
about other Parts, and leave the Head 
and Heart unarm'd. Light and Love 
re near of Kin: To know God a- 
ight, is to love Him: What there- 
fore eclipſes the former, certain] 
lamps the latter. Men of worldly 
Deſigns may aſſert, that Ignorance is 
he Mother of Devotion, but it's only 
plain Advice to weak Men, to put out 
heir own Eyes, that cunning Knaves 
ay lead them about upon cheir own 
deſigns. The Heart cannot be good 
Without Knowledge: For all the Oti- 
rings of Love we make, muſt be a 
. Faſonable Service, or they loſe their 
\cceptance, If now our main ſtudy 
e, to gratify our corrupt Inclinations, 
nd gain much of this World, "twill 
Ake off our Thoughts from Purſuits 
a better: We ſhall know little of 
od, and defire to know leſs of Him 
uly, till we drop into an entire Alic- 
ation of Affections. I took notice be- 
re, that Seli-love, and too great a 
aſſion for the World, were the grand 
nemies of Religion, even of the moſt 
tal part of it, the Love of God: 
-F hat I ſhall add here, ſhall only be 
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in, a few Words, how to get rid 
theſe Incumbrances. 
XX VIII 

To begin therefore with . what | 
neareſt us, that we can the leaſt 1: 
or apprehend Danger from, even Sel 
love. Whoever wou'd compleat a Con 
queſt here, muſt reſolve to counter. 
it, in its moſt prevalent Bent and In 
clinations. It may be there is nothin 
more grateful to corrupt Nature, tha 
Revenge, eſpecially to ſome Temper 
Now it we will chaſtize theſe furious 
Movements, with ſtrong Acts of Selt 
denial, not only by reſtraining th 
ſierce impetus of its Eruption, into 
open Atts of Violence, but endeavout 
to repreſs its glowing within, and pour 
on cold water as it were, to put out 
the laſt ſpark, by Care and Diſcipline 
we thall find we begin to get a great 
piece of Self-conqueſt. A. revengetul 
Temper, is moſt oppoſite to a Spirit 
of Charity, therefore a fit Sacrifice to 
be made to that Virtue. He who docs 
10, will highly pleaſe God, and finally 


himſelf, for God will not fail to re- 


ward him. 
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Some who won't carry their Reſent- 
ments this Length, are yet of an an- 
gry, waſpiſh Diſpoſition, that take 
Pet, and fire upon flight Occaſions. 
There's a great deal of Self-will and 
Humour in this bluſtering Diſtemper : 

it ever reputes itſelf in the Right, and 
WM others in the Wrong, tho' the Ground 
of the Provocation be but imaginary, 
MF Pacate. Thoughts, ſerious Reflexions 
on the weakneſs, and folly of ſuch Be- 
FF haviour, great watchfulneſs, firm Re- < 
ul ſolutions, by the Grace of God, are 
the Cure. Take Pains to ſubdue theſe 
hel turbulent Motions : If you can't era- 
to dicate the Temper, yet lop. reſolute- 
uf ly the ſpreading Branches. ; 
Ul XXIX. 

ut Mortify a cenſorious Diſpoſition, a 
e natural, but a very dangerous Part of 
at Self-gratification, that flies directly in 
full the Face of Charity, This buſy Con- 
ritcern Abroad, leaves all to run to Ru- 
to ine at Home. The Phariſee cenſur'd 
ſeverely the poor Publican, with a loud 
Lord I thank thee, yet was but a Hy- 
pocrite, the other a Penitent. *Tis a 
Phariſaic temper, like the Lapwing, to 
make: a Noiſe ever fartheſt from our 
own Neſt. Let us keep Home then, 
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and look narrowly there. Take heed 
of the Beam, while criticizing too 
much on thy Brother's Moat. Even 
good Men ſometimes act ſcandalouſly 
in this Point, as did David himſelf in 
a ſleepy mood, till Nathan the Prophet 
rous'd him, by a home Application, 
Thou art the Man. Let us be cautious 
then of any ſinful Self-indulgences of 
this kind, for a proud cenforeous Hu- 
mour, is next Neighbour to carnal 
Security and Deſtrutton. I have in- 
ſtanc'd in the ruffling, angry Paſſions, 
becauſe they are lets taken notice of 
on theſe Occaſions, but the Diſcipline 
is ſtill to be extended farther, to the 
gay, and ſofter, to e Thing where- 
by we are apt to offend, 
"x 71:07, > db 

This preſent. evil World, is the 
other Hindrance of the Love of God. 
This cou'd not hurt us, were it not 
in a Conſpiracy with the Traitor in 
our own Boſoms, the ſad Remains of 
Corruption. We are encompals'd with 
a Scene of Vanity- on all Sides, to 
excite our ſenſual Inclinations, The 
God of this World blazons the Beau- 
ties of his Temptations, and flaſhes 
the Glories of the World in our Eyes, 

to 
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to gain our Hearts, and make us bow 
down, and worſhip his Idol. He had 
the Impudence to attack our bleſſed 
Lord and Maſter, by an artful Repre- 
ſentation of its Charms; but when he 
came to him, he found nothing in lim 
to work upon, as he ever does in us, 
therefore he ſneak' d to him, who 
ſcorn'd, and trampled on his Offers; 
but too often triumphs over us, as his 
Captives, who baſely yield to his 
Baits, and cowardly ſubmit to his In- 
ſults. His temptations uſually are re- 
duc'd to three Claſſes: Riches, Ho- 
nours, and Pleaſures. 
XXXI. 

Men greedily {nap at Money, as a 
Fund to ſupply the reſt ; to make Pro- 
viſion for the Fleſh, to fulfil the Luſts there- 
of, to command Titles, Homage, and 
Reſpect. To cure us of this worldly 
Itch, God frequently and moſt pathe- 
tically warns us of the Danger, as the 
great Engine of the Devil, to ruine 
the Soul. Faith muſt help us, or the 
Temptation will be too hard for us, 
while the Objecs of Senle are conti- 
nual Sollicitors for our Hearts. Faith 
is the Eye of the Soul, to take a Pro- 
Ipett of a better World, ſo helps to 
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poiſe us, when we are leaning too 
much to this. It's the evidence «f 
Things not ſeen, and the Subſtance if 
Things hoped for, Heb. 11. 1. makes a 
future State appear real and ſubſtan- 
tial, while we thus /ook at the Thing; 
that are not ſeen. The habitual Exer. 
ciſe of our Faith is our ſafety, the 
ſuſpenſion of it our greateſt Danger, 
We ſec the Proſperity of the Wicked 
is but ſhort, and ſuch great ones come 
to a fearful End. Son, remember thou 
haſt had all thy good Things, is a Text 
that carries a peculiar fting in its Tail, 
and gives a ſeverer Rebuke to ſuch 
as fare deliciouſly, than we imagine 
at the firſt Rebound of our Thoughts, 
May ſuch. fair warnings prove as a 
Hedge of Thorns, to prick and dil- 
courage us in our bold Adventures, 
where we feel the itchy Humour 


rompt us. 
1 XXXII. 


Honours and Titles feed the Vani- 
ty of the Proud and Ambitious, tho 
near of Kin to airy nothings. They 
conſiſt of great Names, and Sounds, 
and depend very much on popular 
Air, as vain, as uncertain. One wou'd 


think few ſhou'd defire to feed long 
1 03 
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on ſuch ſpare Diet, yet too many are 
captivated by the gaudy, empty Phan- 
tom. Reaſon ſhou'd teach us not to 
idolize ſuch Trifles, but if that can't 
prevail, Religion muſt, which forbids 
the Affectation of them ſeverely. The 
Phariſees were cenſur'd by our Lord 
for affecting long Robes, Salutations of the 
Cap or Knee, Greetings in the Market, 
the uppermoſt Seats, and the Stile of 
Pabbi. The Fault lay not in their 
Garbs, in receiving or paying Civili- 
ties, nor ſtrictly in taking the higheſt 
Seats, that, upon ſome Occaſions, might 


be their proper Place; but in that 


inful Affectation, that was founded 
in Pride and Ambition, In the ſame 


Senſe muſt that ſaying of our Saviour 


be taken: How can you believe, who re- 
ceive Honour from Men? Joh. 5. 41, 44. 
Compar'd with Ch. 12. 43. A rich 
Man is not always covetous, nor a 
Man of Honours and Titles always 


Proud, tho' theſe Circumftances may 


de Acceſſories, as they are incentives 
to thoſe Vices, for a poor Man, it's 
poſſible, may exceed them both in 
thoſe vicious Inclinations. May the 
din and Folly of this affectation help 
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to prick the Bladder of Pride, and 
turn our Thoughts to higher Ac- 
queſts, even that Honour that comes 
rom God. 

XXXIII. 

Pleaſure is another great Tempta- 
tion. The gratification of ſenſual Ap- 
petites and carnal Deſires are forbid- 
den: To comply with them, denomi- 


nates us carrally minded, a State of 


Death. Notwithſtanding this menace, 
the generality of Mankind are be- 
witch'd with theſe Philtres. It high- 
ly concerns us therefore to ſtand on 


our Guard, and not give way to ſinful 


Indulgences, if we reſolve to maintain 


our Ground. We muſt avoid all Prof 


vocatives, and the firſt beginnings ot 
Sin carefully, for here hes our mai 
Strength. We muſt be watchful to 
cut off ſinful Occaſions, to look wel 
to the Motions of the Heart, and en 
deavour to ſubdue Concupiſcence there 
We ſhall find more {ubſtantial laſtin 
Pleaſures of the Mind by this Sel 
denial, than in all brutiſh Gratificati 


ons. The innocent Delights of N 


ture, may be us'd ſparingly, but ti 
more we ſpiritualize them, the bet 


ter, and they become more ſafe. BY 
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lis Means our Pleaſures are more re- 
nd, and redouble upon us. Purity 
Mind reflects ſweetly on itſelf, and 
pirits more, than dilutes, corporal 
nations. They that are Chriſt's have 
rucify*d the Fleſh with the AfſſetFions and 
its thereof: And ſuch as are truly 
nritual, will attempt to ſpiritualize 
ren their lawful Enjoyments, and 
ke part with the divine Nature with- 
| them. | 

| XXXIV. 

When we renounce heartily to Self- 
ove, and become crucified to the 
World: When our Souls are as 4 
wed Child to Riches, Honours, and 
ealures, then we begin to get into a 
ate of Reſt, and advance towards 
Wriſtian Perfection apace. A worldly 
Wirit receives Life and Vigour from 
eſumpt ions of long Continuance here, 
aring Temper often chaſtiled. The 
h Glutton, who promis'd himſelf ma- 
good morrows, Goods laid up for 
qi Years, had a haſty Summons, to 
Wit all chat Night, as a ſtanding Warn- 
to all Preſumptuous Worldlings. 
hen we appear like Pilgrims, and 
eeingers here, when we look upon 
28 World as our Inn, not as our 
1 Home, 
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Home, are content with Travelle 
Fare, with that Honour and reſpe 
the common Road affords, being i 
different to Delicacies, and Salutatia 
by the. way, having our Minds fix 
upon the Welcome and. Enterta! 
ments of our Father's Houle, II 
is true Chriſtian Deportment, even 
holy indifference to our Treatment 
our Paſlage : If better than ordinarſiſhe ſa 
to be thankful ; if bad, to acquieſce . ar 
it, looking {till homeward. When p 
vidence bleſſes us with extraordinfi 
ry Accommodations, we muſt eye 
Hand that opens to refreſh us, cratf 
fully acknowledge it, not churjiſh 
in an affected ſtoical Fit of Apat! 
neglect, or depretiate any of his pt 
cious Gifts, but liberally impart 
our Fellow- Travellers, not incumb 
ing ourſelves with needleſs Lugg: 
to retard our March. If the Wor 
dignity and diſtinguiſh us, by con- 
ring upon us any Honours, we m 
not rudely reject its Favours, as kno 
ing we need not turn Quakers to | 
come Chriſtians z nor muſt we ſo 
dote upon them, as to forget wha 
better in Reſerve. Wiſe and hapy)ſiry 
he, who condutts himſelf with r en 
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udence in the various Circumſtances 
Life. | 
XXXV. 
As without the Aſſiſtance of the 
oly Spirit, we can't mortify Luſts, 
mquer the World, nor attain the 
e Love of God, ſo we can't come 
the Aſſurance of his, to us, with- 
Mit the more immediate influence of 
We ſame bleſſed Spirit. How earneſt- 
, and conſtantly then ſhou'd we pray 
r his divine Aids and Comforts, 
Mace without Him, we can't expect 
ace, Peace, or Joy? Our many fai- 
res blot our Evidences for Heaven, 
Wd fill us with Doubts and Fears, un- 
$ he graciouſly ſhine upon them, and 
ear up our Integrity. If any Man 
e not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of 
j Rom. 8. It's thro* the Spirit, that we 
wtify the Deeds of the Body. The Spi- 
t itſelf bears witneſs with our Spirits, that 
are the Children of God, Eph. 4. 30. 
him we are ſeal'd to the Day of Re- 
mption, Eph. 1.14. He is the earneſt of 
Inheritance : The earneſt of the Spirit 
our Hearts, 2 Cor. 1. 22. Theſe and 
any more Expreſſions to the ſame 
b rpole, are of high Importance to 
15 Being, and Well-being of a Chri- 


ſtian, 
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ſtian, and may convince us, that M cor 
Counſels nor Endeavours of our ownW ons 
will be effectual to theſe Ends, withou 
his help, and Co-operation. 

XXXVI. 

Some are fond of Marks of Since 
rity, and very inquiſitive after them 
Others argue ſtrenuouſly againſt them 
becauſe they are multiply*d too mucii ons 
by many, and ſtrain'd too high, ſo a of 
to breed Confuſion. Tis beſt to fol] len 
low the Clew of Scripture, not with thi 
ſtanding Men's Indiſcretion, and loſq; all 
no advantage God gives us, tho? "twill the 
be our Wiſdom to ſtick cloſe to fuchſff ha 


as are moſt evident, and concluſive Cl: 


Some have too eaſy Thoughts of co 
ming to a perſwaſion of the goodnel; 
of their State, and have ventured up- 
on this raſh.Expreſſion, That it was 4: 
eaſy to attain it, as it was to caſt up 4 
Sum. I wou'd not be uncharitable, yet 
I hope I may ſay with leſs rafhnelsY out 
of ſuch a Man, that if ſome Figures 
of his Sum were blotted as much as} * 
ſome of his Graces, he wou'd male his 
up a very ſorry Account. fey 
| XXXVII. Ch 
We have ſeen how the Love of God, 
Chriſt, and our Brethren, is the main 


Thoughts on the Love of God. 71 


Point of Religion, that this chiefly 
conſiſts, not in the Float of Aﬀetti- 
ons, but in ſteady Judgment, Value, 
©... Adherence to God, by ſtrong Acts 
of the Will. St. Peter's warm Exprel- 
ſions, from ſudden ſtarts of Affection, 
ſoon cool'd, and left him to a ſhame- 
ful Fall; but after Conviction, and 
ſound Humiliation, the Determinati- 


of his Will, were ſo firm, and preva- 


thro* all Oppoſition, and at length thro? 
all the Terrours of a violent Death. If 
therefore upon Enquiry, we are ſo 
happy as to be able to lay a juſt 
Claim to theſe Marks, they will be 
inſtead of all to us, becauſe they are 
the very Baſis of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, without which no ſaving Attain- 
ments are made, and therefore are in- 
fallible Signs, if we can find that we 
poſſeſs them, and none will do with- 
15} out them. 
es | XXXVIII. 
all To begin with the Love of God, and 
bes his Chriſt. Some, I think, are too 
levere in their Cenſures of doubting 
Chriſtians, for tho? they may be a lit- 
tle unreaſonable in their Demands, and 


too 
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ons of his Judgment, and the Reſolves 


lent, as to carry him courageouſly _ 
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too troubleſome to themſelves and 
others, yet the Errour being on the 
Right-hand, and it may be, in pat 
unavoidable, from bodily Indiſpoſition, 
they are more to be pitty'd than cen- 
ſur'd. Therefore, I will not argue at 
this Rate:“ That if a Friend ſhou'd 
cc often be queſtioning with himſelf 
ce whether he loved me, and expreſs 
ce his Doubts frequently concerning 
ce his Affection to me, I ſhou'd in- 
cc deed myſelf begin very much to 
cc queſtion his Love to me, nay, con- 
cc clude he had none for me. A very 
healthy Perſon may on many Occa- 
ſions feel a palpitation of his Heart, 
even from the unequal Movement of 
his Paſſions: So may a ſound Friend, 
find ſometimes an intermitting Pulſe 
of his Affections, to one he dearly 
loves, and highly values, thro' many 
inter- current Accidents. Theſe Viciſ- 
ſitudes depend much on the regula- 
rity of the Machine, the Ebbs, and 
Flows, of the animal Spirits, very un- 
certain, and out of our Power to com- 
mand. Sometimes therefore we feel 
the kindly warmth of Love, and Friend- 
ſhip,. expand itſelf as it were from Head 
to Foot; at other Times, we bog 1 
FTA elves 
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ſelves benum'd, inſomuch that we think 
we can't ſay heartily, we love. So 
hard, if not poſlible, is it, to main- 
tain an equal Trill of Affection, for 
I theſe plain Reaſons. Theſe then — 
be called, the aguiſh Fits of Friend- 
ſhip, rather than its healthful Con- 
ſtitution, that's founded in Judgment 
and Efteem. To bring the Matter 
then to the true Teſt. Is my Friend 
nin apparent Danger, my Concern for 
him will be felt, and expreſs'd in Pro- 
portion to the Love, and Value, I have 
for him: And the Titillation of my 
Joys will riſe, with his Recovery and 
Safety. But if the Reverle of all this 
prove true, in the Day of Trial, all 
the Queſtions and Doubts, I put to 
myſelf, or him, are impertinent, and 
hypocritical, and at beſt can paſs only 
for civil ways of telling him 1 have no 
Love for him. | 
: XXXIX. 

To apply all this now to the Love 
of God. This is a Matter of ſuch in- 
finite Conſequence, that awaken'd pen- 
ſive Spirits, will be under ſome Doubts, - 
and Fears, and ſometimes very. per- 
plexing ones. *"Twou'd be extream 
Folly and Cruelty to ridicule and gen- 
| E. ee 
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ſure any Expreſſions they drop to this 
purpoſe, meerly becauſe they. doubt 
of their own Sincerity, for thus we 
ſhou'd ſlander the Righteous, and abet 
the Condutt of confident Fools. *Tis 
as difficult to pacify a tender, fcrupu- 
lous Conſcience, as to rouſe one that 
loves to be tickled to Death with Pre- 
ſumption. They are Evils to be avoid- 
ed, it poſſible, but we muſt be very 
cautious of running out of uneaſineſs, 
into extream Danger. 

In Diſtreſſes of this Nature, it's good 
to look back, as well as to preſent Cir- 
cumſtances. Without humiliation we 
can't expect Mercy. Has God hum- 
bled us, and did we truly humble our- 
ſelves? The Methods and Degrees of 
humbling Providences, and of our hum- 
bling ourſelves, are very various, but 
the great Queſtion is, what genuine 
Effects they produc'd ? Was Sin im- 
bitter'd, and Reconciliation to God 
moſt deſirable? Did the Name of our 
Saviour ſound delicious? Did e cloſe 
with him, and take up our Reſt in 
God, as our Al. ſufficient Portion! 
How ſtand we affected now to theſe 
important Matters? Is Sin ſtill hate- 
'tul to us, and do we endeavour to 
9 | — avoid 
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avoid it, as an impure, - contagious 
Diſeaſe of the Soul ? Do we repute it 
our great Enemy, and Fence accord- 
ingly againſt it; and tho' it foil us 
ſometimes, do we riſe to the Com- 
bat again, and never ſuffer it to dwell 
peaceably in us? Do we look on it 
Jas our Burthen, Grief, and Miſery, 
and do we ſtill pray, and ftrive againft 
it? Do we perſevere in Duties, tho” 
they ſeem to go heavily on, and ſmall 
| E Returns to be made? Do we value 
. | God's Favour, and pardoning Mercy 
ein Chriſt above any Thing, tho? at 
- E preſent we feel little or nothing of it? 
Ils the loſs, or ſuſpenſion of it, our 
f © greateſt trouble, and the Recovery of 
it our greateſt Hope and Deſire? Do 
t we fo prize theſe heavenly Favours, as 
e patiently to wait for them, to encoun- 
1- ter Difficulties, and abide all Extremi- 
d ties, rather, than quit finally our glori- 
ir Jous Hopes? In ſhort, do we fear loſ- 
ſe Ning God, above any loſs whatever, and 
in wou'd the aſſurance of enjoying him 
In a better World, be our principal 
ſe Joy in this. If in the main this be 
-e- the temper of our Souls, we may ſafe- 
to I conclude, we are as clean, as uſually 
id Travellers are, who paſs thro? a dirty 
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World: That we truly have the Lore 
of God in us, tho' we have no paſſion. 
ate feelings of it, and therefore may 
ſay to Jeſus ſincerely with St. Thomas, 
thoꝰ not ſo rapturouſly, my Lord, and 


my God. 1 


The tranſports of the Paſſions in 
Joys, or depreſſion of the Soul, by 
Sorrows for worldly Matters, may 
make more ſenſible Impreſſions, than 
Objects of a higher Nature, partly by 
ſurprize, and partly by thoſe potent 
Influences, corporeal Things ſtrike up- 
on the Senſes, till we rally, and recol- 
le& ourſelves. This has occaſion'd 
ſome jealouſy in good People, that the 
World had got their Hearts : But the 
Concern {ſkch ſhew on this Occaſion, 
unties the Knot, and. diſſolves the 
Doubt; ſince it plainly indicates that 
better Things lie nearer the Heart, 
having got full Poſſeſſion of the Wil 
and judgment. The ſwell of the Pat- 
ſions, is like a Spring-Tide, ſoon up 
and over- flowing, then ſoon down a- 
gain, to low-water; but the latter is 
like a conſtant Stream, that runs ful}, 
and even. Poor Man 1s a ſtrange vari- 
able Creature, ſubject to many 1 
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tudes in this mortal Life, both as to 
the frame of his Mind, and the Oc- 
currences of his ſecular Affairs. If 
then we precipitately judge of Men's 
States, by ſome particular Actions, 
and Seaſons, and not- by the uſual 
Courſe and Tenour of their Lives, we 
may ſoon ſo far tranſpoſe Things, as 
to call a good Man, bad, and a bad 
Man, good. A Saint may halt in the 
narrow Path, move heavily, and ſome- 
times ſtep out of it, but having a di- 
vine magnetic Touch from above, hell 
never be eaſy, till he ſet his Face again 
towards Heaven. A bad Man may 
ſeem to take ſome ſteps in the Path or 
the juſt, but his Earthly poiſe will at 
length turn him into tlre broad Way. 
We ſhou'd apply this Cantion, in judg- 
ing of our own State, not meaſuring 
ourſelves by Fits and Starts, but by 
our general Frame and Behaviour, 
eſpecially by the ſtanding Judgment, 
and Eſtimate we have of Things. 
E 

We are bid to rejoyce, and again re- 
joyce, to rejoyce ever more. The ways of 
wiſdom are pleaſantneſs, and her Paths are 
Peace. The Joy of the Lord is our Strength, 
in the Ways of God. A cheerful Be- 

| E 3 haviour, 
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haviour, the Scriptures repeatedly re. 
commend to Chriſtians, as Ornamen- 
tal to their Profeffion. A ſowr mo- 
role Temper fills Men with Prejudices 
againſt Religion, as if to be religious, 
was to be melancholy. No Man on 
Earth has more reaſon to rejoyce, 
than he who has an Intereſt in God's 
Favour, No Poſſeſſions or Enjoy ments 
are comparable to the aſſurance of his 
Love, that Love that makes a Heaven 
upon Earth. This is the proper Sa- 
tisfaction of an immortal Spirit: All 
other Pleaſures are beneath it, and ſo 
narrow, that they contract it: Here 
all its Faculties may expand to their 
full Dimenſions, and perfect Repoſe. 
But alas, how little of this Blelſcd- 
neſs do we taſte here, thro” our Faults 
and Follies ? We. are too full of the 
World, to receive divine Conſolations. 
The ſacred Unction diſtils on Souls 
that defire it earneſtly, value and im- 
prove it. We complain of Deſertions, 
Declenſions, and of ſpiritual Lan- 
guors, while our own perverſe Conduct 
neceſſitates them. God delights not 
in our Afflictions, nor dark Hours, but 
deſires we may walk in the Sun-ſhine 


of his Countenance, but we careleſly 
ſtand 
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ſtand in our own Light, then, blame 
him, while we ſhou'd cenſure and 
amend ourſelves. Many Caſes of this 
kind proceed from bodily Diſtemper: 
Every Obje& then appears black and 
dreadful,while theSoul looks thro? fuch 
dark mediums, the Body like a ſullied 
Glaſs being darkened by hipochon- 
driac Impreſſions. Many other unfore- 
ſeen Accidents may produce great de- 
jection of Spirit: And there are Hours 
of Temptation, that God, for wiſe, and 
always juſt reaſons, permits, for leſs, 
or longer Periods. Now *twou'd be 
very wrong, to paſs a Judgment of 
gur State, at ſuch Junctures. To in- 
er at this time, a nullity of the Te 
ritual Life, for want of preſent acti- 
vity, and pleaſant ſenſations, is, as if 
a poor Paralitic ſhow'd argue againft 
+ | His natural Life, becauſe he wants 
feeling and motion. In theſe Exigen- 
cies, we.muſt, have recourſe to Selt- 
examination, If we find our troubles 
ſpring from careleſs walking, or any 
ſinful Practices, we muſt be zealous 
to repent, and reform. If we can't 
trace the cauſe, nor diſperſe the cloud, 
we, muſt m the uſe of proper means 
Wait patiently God's Time, What- 
_ | „ 
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ever 'the caſe be, and however high 
the Storm run, we have yet this Sheet- 
anchor of hope, that if we do not re- 
nounce God, he will not forſake us: It 
we itill adhere to him, by Judgment 
and Choice, and will not part with him 
on any Conſiderations, we then cer- 
tainly have an intereſt in him, and firſt 
or laſt ſhall know it to our comfort. 
XLII. 

The other Evidence of our ſince- 
rity is the Love of the Brethren, and as 
clear a mark it is, as any in Scrip- 
ture. St. John labours the Argument 
throughout his Epiſtle, and gives us 
a double Proof of our Integrity, from 
the Love of God, and of our Brother, 
that are indicative, nay, demonſtrative 
one of another, both in a pofitive, and 
negative Stile: So that if we have one, 
we have t'other, if not both, neither. 
This then is a twofold Cord, that 
is not ealily broken. Now the great 
matter is, to clear up our Right and 
Title to the glorious Inheritance, by 
our ſpecial Property in theſe Eviden- 
| ces, that never go aſunder. 
A. Bp. L- c Our Love is not thus di- 
—- e vided between two Ob- 
& Jes, but ſet in its regular Courle, 
: 25 © as 
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1 * as an excellent Author well ex- 
. © preſſes it: Firſt wholly to God, as 
f ** the ſoveraign Good, and only for 
N 4 himſelf, worthy to be loved; and 


: N then bick from him, it is accord- 
| 4 ing to his own Will, derivd down 
„ to our Neighbour: For then only 
„ ve love both ourſelves, and others 
* a-right, when we make our Love 
** to him the Reaſon, and the Rule of 
| * both. Our Love is not taken eff 
1 God, by loving our Brother, but 
| abides ſtill in him, as in its natu- 


1 ral place, as light does in the Sun: 
c 


| It flows forth from him by ſuch an 
Emanation, as divides it not, as 
* Beams flow forth from the Sun, and 
enlighten the Air, and yet are not 
cut off from it. All our Love muſt 
*© firſt aſcend to God, then deſcend, 
in what is due, to Men, ſo paſſing 
this way 'tis purified and refin'd, 
and is ſubordinate and conform'd to 
our Love of 'him, above all, which 
is the firſt and great Command. 
XLIII. | 
If then we wou'd not be deceiv'd 
in the Application of this Mark to 
our own ſolid Comfort, let us beware 
of Self-love, that peſtilent Root 4 
a 
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all Miſchief and Deluſion. It leads 
the Van to the vileſt Crimes: Men 
ſhall be Lovers of their ownſelves, 2 Tim. 
3. 2, 3, 4+ Then follows the black 
Catalogue of all that's bad, and un- 
natural: The Rear then is cloſed 
with, Lovers of Pleaſures, more than 1 o- 
vers of God. *T's eaſy to love ourſelves, 
while we pretend to love our Bro— 
ther. Thus we may love our own O- 
pinions, and Conceits, our own Ways, 
Choices, and Humours. IF a Chriſti- 


an think as we do, falls in with our 
Plan, and Schemes, goes to the ſame 


Place of Worſhip, is of the ſame 
Set, Party, or Perſwaſion, we pre- 
ſently hug, and embrace him. If the 
Reverſe of this happen, or it may be, 
but in part, tho? he may have many 
admirable Qualifications to recom- 


mend him to our Aﬀettions, we 


receive him with Reſerve, look cold- 
1y and ſhily on him, as if nothing 
cou'd endear the Party to us, but the 
Sight of our own Face, and Features, 
in his. In ſuch a Heart we may be 
ſure King-ſelf rules and reigns, and 
nothing will be thought too good to 
Sacrifice to the Idol. 
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XLIV. 

If therefore we wor d brighten this 
Evidence to our own ten ws 
muſt over- look all theſe petty Diſcri- 
minations, and be careful to love God's 
Image in our Brother, and not our 
own, The Beauties of Holineſs and 
Purity muſt attract our Hearts, theſe 
and theſe only muſt be the Springs, 
and Motives, to begin, and carry on 
Brotherly Love, if we wou'd conclude 
ſately. I we love not our Brother, thus, 
whom we have ſeen, how can we love God, 
whom we have not ſeen? 1 Joh. 4 19. 
*Tis our wiſdom then to make the 
Experiment upon good Men, who 
differ from us in their Sentiments, 
about leſſer Matters, and are not Juſt 
of our Perſwaſion. If then the Piety 
of their Lives lay hold on our Hearts, 
and engage our Affections in the main, 
without other Inducements, we may 
conclude the Root of the Matter is 
in us. When I ſay other Inducements, 
1 mean prevalent ones, for other Con- 
ſiderations may. help to engage our 
Affections to a religious Perſon, but 
the more pure the Motives are, with 
regard to Piety, that actuate our In- 
Clinations of this kind, the more aſ- 
Po ſuredly 


| 
' 
| 


84 Thoughts on the Love of Gods 


ſuredly may we hope, concerning our- 
ſelves. *Tis good to try how we ſtand 
affected likewiſe to ſuch of our own 
way and Party, of whom we once had 
a good Opinion, but now abate of 
their ſtricneſs, and decline in Virtue. 
Does our value for them, and delight 
in their Company, riſe and fall, as 
we Conceive them to be better or 
worle? If ſo, we have another plain 
Proof on our ſide. 
XLV. 

Saints partake of the divine Nature, are 
little Images and Pictures of Chriſt ; 
ſo far therefore as they repreſent the 
Original, we ſhou'd be in love with 
the Copy. If our Love of God, be a 
Love of Eſteem and Value, let our 
Brother have ſome of the, ſame in 
due Proportion. Steady Judgment, 
and Reſolution fortified by Grace, 
makes the Martyr; and the Scrip- 
tures make ſo high a demand upon 
us, as to be ready to lay down our Lives 
for the Brethren, 1 Joh. 3.16. An ex- 
temporary, fleeting Float of Paſſion 
will not carry us thro” theſe Difficul- 
ties, as may firm Reſolves back'd 
with ſolid Judgment. Remember St. 
Peter's warm Fit and Failure. If we 

” delight 
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delight in a Saint's Company in ſofter 
Seaſons, are we willing to ſtand by 
him in ſuffering Times? Do we ſhare 
in his Sorrows, and wiſh him as well, 
as we do ourſelves? Does neither 
Shame nor Fear prevail upon us, to 
relinquiſh his Cauſe ? Here is Danger, 
ſo Honour, and Chriſtian Bravery, 
the proper Teſts of Love. 
ROT: 
Nothing more obſtructs this Cha- 


rity, than ſtingy narrow Priticiples, 


a Spirit of Bigottry : This ſoon: de- 
generates into bitter Cenſorioufneſs, 
that finally centers in a ſpirit of ma- 
lignancy, without the interpoſition 
of divine Grace. Theſe are ſo many 
ſteps of Deſcent from Charity, into 
the Abyſs of a malicious Spirit. We 
muſt take Care of miſconſtruing Acti- 
ons, leaſt we take Offence, ſowr our 
Spirits, and darken our Evidences, and 
break the Peace of our Minds. Ma- 
ny precious Proofs, God gives us in 
Holy Writ, to help us to clear up 
our Integrity, eſpecially in our Lord's 
Beatitudes : May he give us Grace for 
thankful Improvement. Let the weigh- 
ty ſaying of the great Apoſtle fink 
deep into our Hearts: And now abid- 
eth 
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eth Faith, Hope, Charity, theſe three, but 
the greateſt of theſe, is Charity, 1 Cor. 13. 


- 13. | ſubjoin a few ſhort Reflexions. 


XLVII. 
If the Love of God principally con- 
ſiſts in what's above repreſented; and 


poor Man in his beſt State here, is frail, 


and weak; then let no Man be elated 
with the Senſe of his Attainments, 
nor any weak doubting Spirits de- 
ſpond, while they ſtill retain a high 
Value for the Favour of God. As 
true ſpiritual Proficiency makes the 
Soul ftill more humble, ſo a real, 
deep Concern about our ſpiritual Wel- 
fare, and Safety, whets our Deſires 
after a Senſe of God's Love. Such 
then who grow giddy, and conceited, 
under a Preſumption of high Attain- 
ments, have certainly made little or 
none ; and ſuch who anxiouſly com- 


plain about the Affairs of their Souls, 


and expreſs Fear and Jealouſy, as if 
they. did not. prefer the Favour of 
God, above all Things, may ſay as tru- 
ly, that the Hungry and Thirſty va- 
lue neither Meat nor Drink. I ſpeak 
of ſuch as are throughly inquiſitive 
about the State of their Souls. We 
muſt be cautious of tranſpoſing Things 
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in Grace as'well as in Nature, of con- 
tradifting clear Evidences, or of de- 
nying what we have, only becauſe 
we han't what we wou'd. *Tis a 
common ſaying, Beggars muſt not be 
chooſers : We upbraid ſuch as are 
not contented with their Dole, as un- 
thankful wretches. We are all Beg- 
gars to the King of Heaven, and 
more unworthy of his ſpiritual Boons, 
than the pooreſt Mendicant is of our 
Alms; we are then vilely ungrateful, 
unleſs we acknowledge the Mercies 
we enjoy. We are too apt, like Chil- 
dren, to think if we cou'd gain ſuch 
an Eminence, we might touch the 
Stars; if we cou'd find Heights of 
Rapture, Joy, and delight in the 
Ways of God, then we imagine Hea- 
ven is as it were within our Reach. 
Nay, we are ſo childiſh, if we reflect 
upon our querulous Conduct, as to 
akk, as if. we valued ſpiritual ſuavi- 
ties, above the Bread of Life itſelf. 
Too much of this proceeds from Self- 
oye; that Helights © to be induly'd 
with pleaſant "Senſations, and won't 


readily acquiefcs' in a Child's Portion, 


tho? diſpens'd by a wiſe Father. St. 
Thomas wou'd not believe unleſs he 
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did ſee, and feel; and we too often 
immitate him by unreaſonable De- 
mands : Is not unbelief ſecretly lurk- 
ing at the Bottom of ſome of them ? 
Zacharias was puniſh'd for his unbe- 
lief, expreſs'd by asking a Proof of 
the Meſſage the Angel brought to 
him, when he appear'd in the Tem- 
ple. He knew very well, no Evil 
Spirit wou'd be permitted to appear 
in that Holy Place, where God him- 
ſelf vouchſaf'd his own more imme- 
diate Preſence, therefore his Doubts 
were more inexculable, ſo he was 
more ſeverely treated. God tells his 
Saints they are his Temple, that he 
dwells and walks in them, 2 Cor. 6. 16. 
When He therefore gives them ſolid 
Proofs of their Adoption, how dare 
they cavil, and heſitate, becauſe they 
han't every Sheep-mark they are fond 
of, eſpecially ſuch as bring more plea- 
ſing Senſations? Why do they teize 
themſelves, as if God wou'd permit a 
lying Spirit to impoſe upon them in 
his Temple, while they are. conſci- 
ous to themſelves that they mean ho- 
neſtly, and uprightly ? 
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XLVIII. | 
Let us learn more fixedly to keep - 
our Eye on Heaven, and the Proſpett - 
of that Glory will alleviate the Dif- 
ficulties of the way. The very hope 
of that happy Day, will reconcile us - . 
to the Hardſhips of travelling. We 
Mall not then be much concern'd, 
whether our Paſſage be by Land, or 
Water, on Horſe- back, or on Foot: 
If it be boiſterous and tempeſtuous, 
it may be, we may arrive the ſooner ; - 
if toilſome and tedious with many a 
weary, heavy ſtep, ſtill the hope of 
our happy Home, reconciles us to 
the fatigue and danger: If we move 
more eaſily and, pleaſantly in our 
Journey, we don't fall in Love witk 
the Accommodations of the Road, and 
begin to take up our Reſt, but thank- 
fully improve all Helps, for Alacrity 
and Diſpatch, ſtill retaining a long- 
ing took towards our Father's Houle. . 
This ſweet Poſſeſſion of our Souls in 
Patience, and- Contentation, will be - 


the gracious effect, more or leſs, as 


we exerciſe our Faith in looking to 
the bleſſed End of it: Receiving the 
End of our Faith, the Salvation of. o 
Saxds, 1 Pet. 1. 9. If we ſavingly cloſe 
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with Chriſt, all is ſafe. If we value 
him above all, in cool Thoughts, and 
ſolidity of Judgment, we have re- 
ceiv'd him; this Eſtimation of him, 
is the genuine effect of ſaving Faith, 
let the Means be what they will, 
that brought us to this happy Choice. 
Our great Buſineſs then is, to reſign 
to the Methods of Providence, in 
conducting us ſafely thro' Trials that 
await ue, ſtill keeping our Eye on 
our Duty, and glorious End. Now 
if weakneſſes hang upon us, and emba- 
raſs us iu the way, if we will ſtill hold 
on, we ſhall bring Glory to God, who 
kept ſuch weak Faith alive, amidſt 
10 many Waters to quench it. While 
Sin and the Heart are at Variance, 
Sin wil) not undo us, tho' we may 
be ſubject to many Slips and Infirmi- 
ties, and ſometimes to much Dead- 
heartedneſs, and Diſcouragements, for 
this has been the Fate of many be- 
fore us, who now are got ſafe Home. 
Our great Failures ſhew what need 
we have of a Saviour, who # able to 
ſave to the uttermoſt, Heb. 7. 25. But 
the Thoughts, that we have ſo migh-- 
ty a Deliverer, ſo able, and willing 
to ſave us, ſhou'd keep us from be- 
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Thoughts on the Love of God. 91 
ing diſmay*d? Let us then pray, and 


ſtrive to bring our Minds to this 
poiſe, to acquieſce meekly and pati- 


ently in any Methods God may take 


with us, tho' they ſeem Painful, and 
very ſelf-denying to Fleſh and Blood, 
provided God may have Glory, and 
we finally ſee his great Salvation: 
To him, and the Lamb, be Glory for 
ever. Amen. 
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